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Thank you, Members, partners and supporters, for driving all of our 
2019 successes. As we enter our 40th year of marine research, education 
and conservation work, we wholeheartedly acknowledge the enormous 
community of people that are needed to enact real change. 

Thanks to our reporting network and rapid response program, we 
had five encounters with false killer whales this year, and collected 
valuable information on their behaviors to aid in their management and 
conservation. In Hawaiʻi, false killer whales are the only endangered 
dolphin species and continue to be our target species in this area. 

Our research team grew locally and globally with many new partners, interns and volunteers working to 
better understand humpback whale population health using drone technology and identifying factors 
that may be contributing to the decline of humpback whale sightings in Hawaiʻi and southeast Alaska 
since 2015.

This quarter, we presented our research at the World Whale Conference in Australia and World Marine 
Mammal Conference in Barcelona. We continue to explore new research technologies including use of 
satellite imagery to monitor changes in humpback whale distribution and abundance over time.

A new virtual reality collaboration developed with marine scientists from Hopkins Marine Station and 
Stanford Center for Ocean Solutions now offers the public an experience to learn about the causes and 
the consequences of ocean acidification, as well as actions that can be taken to reduce CO2 emissions.

Finally, we are ramping up our efforts to fight against single-use plastic in Hawai‘i and Australia. With 
plastic pollution entering our oceans at a rate of 8 million tons per year, it continues to be a significant 
risk to marine life. The choices you make as a consumer every day DOES make a difference! Through 
our RETHINK campaign, we will continue to advocate for refusing single-use plastics, reducing overall 
consumption, and reusing materials we already have.

Thank you for your support and commitment to protect our oceans and marine mammals. Active and 
engaged partners like you create the strength and ability needed to create change. You are truly making 
a difference for our oceans. We look forward to working together in 2020!

Kristie Wrigglesworth 
Executive Director, Pacific Whale Foundation
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The mission of Pacific Whale 
Foundation is to protect 

the ocean through science 
and advocacy and to inspire 
environmental stewardship.

Our vision is to be the people’s 
environmental organization 

for the protection of the 
world’s whales, dolphins and 
other marine animals living 
wild in their natural habitat.   
We believe that it is essential 

to involve the public in our 
mission. We encourage you to 
become a part of our global 

community of people who care 
about the future of our oceans 

and marine wildlife.
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Maui’s first humpback whale of the 
season was reported on the morning of 
October 9, 2019 in the ʻAuʻau Channel; 
one of the most protected areas of ocean 
in the Hawaiian Islands, lying between 
Lānaʻi and Maui. The sighting was made 
by PacWhale Eco-Adventures’ Ocean Spirit 
vessel, which was hosting Pacific Whale 
Foundation’s Ocean Camp that morning.

Captain Chris Walsh caught a glimpse 
of the whale at exactly 11am, “The kids 
were all screaming, ‘This is better than 
the county fair,’ ” Walsh said. “We went 
on to find spotted dolphins and spinner 
dolphins; it was a fun learning experience 
for the kids on board today.”

Whale season in Hawaiʻi typically runs 
from November to May, but it’s not 
uncommon for the first whales to be 
spotted earlier than that. Last year, 
Pacific Whale Foundation made its first 
sighting at 8:08 a.m. Oct. 8, 2018 during 
a Molokini Wild Side Snorkel ecotour. 
The Foundation’s earliest sighting over 
the past two decades was on Sept. 16, 
2000. All of its first sightings since 2006 
have been in October.

At least 12,000 humpback whales are 
believed to migrate to Hawaiʻi each 
winter, with their rate increasing at 
7 percent per year. They travel from 
their northern summer feeding area 
that extends from Northern California 
to the Bering Sea, arriving in Hawaiʻi to 
mate, give birth and care for their young 
calves. Humpback whales are protected 
by federal and state regulations, which 
prohibit vessels and other water users 
from approaching humpback whales 
within 100 yards. — MAUI NEWS.

By receiving earned income in direct exchange 

for products or services, social enterprises 

support mission-based programs that tackle 

social issues. In our case, we engage the public 

through PacWhale Eco-Adventures ecotours 
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$20,000 RAISED FOR KEIKI WHALEWATCH PROGRAM
Pacific Whale Foundation recently raised $20,000 for our signature 
Keiki Whalewatch program through the Annual Online Auction. 
These funds help to ensure the program’s continuation into 2020, 
serving children and teachers throughout Maui Nui with customized 
whalewatches that help to strengthen connections to the marine 
environment and build memories that last a lifetime. 

“From the bottom of my heart, I would like to thank all of the generous 
donors and bidders who made reaching our $20,000 goal possible,” 
shares Executive Director Kristie Wrigglesworth, “the Keiki Whalewatch 
program is a key component of our organization that provides an 
opportunity to give back to our community while helping to develop 
environmental stewards of the future.” 

Education Manager Robyn Ehrlich says that “the program provides 
an opportunity for students to get a face-to-fluke experience with 
humpback whales.” She continues, “For me, the program provides 
an opportunity to spend time with students and introduce them 
to the amazing creatures that spend the winter right here in our 
own backyard. I begin every program by asking the students this 

question: who has ever been on a boat to watch whales before? Their 
responses always remind me why we offer this program; for a majority 
of students, this is their first experience on a boat to watch whales. 
The students’ excitement and enthusiasm as they see their very first 
humpback whale up close is amazing! The experience gives students a 
new appreciation of humpback whales and ocean ecosystems. It is this 
awe and appreciation that inspires students to care for the ocean and 
begin to become ocean stewards.”

Featuring items from local businesses, the auction also presented 
unique experiences this year, including a wine tasting party, naming a 
whale, a custom painted surfboard, and a private photography session  
– to name a few, donated by some of our most inspired employees and 
Board Members. 

To learn more about Keiki Whalewatch program sponsorship, please 
contact Marketing & Development Director Kelly McHugh-White at 
kellym@pacificwhale.org. For details on the Keiki Whalewatch program 
and how you or your child can be involved, visit PacificWhale.org/
education. Thank you for your kind support. 

WELCOME HOME 
THE WHALES
As a social worker with The Lili‘uokalani Trust, offering support 

and counseling services for Hawaiian orphans and their ‘ohana, 

a highly-respected competitive outrigger canoe paddler and 

head coach of Lae‘ula O Kai Canoe Club and founder of the Hālau 

Hula Alapaʻi I Maluuluolele, PWF was absolutely honored that 

Sharon Ioana Bailey Balidoy led this year’s Welcome Home the 

Whales event.

Held each year to commemorate the migration of humpback 

whales to Maui to mate, give birth, and care for their young 

calves, the event included informative activities, a Hawaiian 

blessing, and hula performances. It also marked the launch of 

the Foundation’s annual 10-day online auction, which benefits 

its Keiki Whalewatch program.

Mahalo nui to Aunty Sharon for your profound contributions to 

the community and to our passengers on November 9.

NEW SUNSCREEN POLICY
Pacific Whale Foundation supports the Hawai‘i statewide ban on sunscreens containing oxybenzone and octinoxate and, beginning November 

2019, we moved from encouragement to enforcement – instituting our own ban onboard PacWhale Eco-Adventure vessels of sunscreens 

containing oxybenzone, octinoxate, avobenzone, avobenzine, homosalate, octisalate, octocrylene and ethylhexyl methoxycinnamate.

When buying sunscreen, it is important to read the ingredient list, as the term “reef safe” is not regulated and can be used as a marketing device. 

Users should avoid sunscreens containing the previously listed chemicals and instead choose sunscreen that contains zinc oxide and/or titanium 

dioxide as the active ingredients, as these have not been shown to damage coral. Also, avoid using aerosol or spray-on products and opt for 

lotions instead, as aerosols travel significant distances and can impact sea turtle eggs. If you are still unsure of what sunscreen to purchase, we 

ensure that all sunscreens sold at our Ocean Stores are reef-safe. 

Mahalo for helping us in our mission to protect the ocean by making the simple switch to a reef-safe sunscreen or using protective clothing.  

See you in the water! 

To learn more about PWF’s conservation efforts, visit PacificWhale.org/conservation.
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The Society for Marine Mammalogy holds 
biennial international meetings with the 
goal of enhancing collaboration, sharing 
ideas, and improving the quality of research 
on marine mammals within the scientific 
community. In December 2019, the Society for 
Marine Mammalogy joined together with the 
European Cetacean Society (ECS) to co-host 
a World Marine Mammal Science Conference 
in Barcelona, Spain. Bringing together 
leaders in the field from every continent, the 
gathering of interdisciplinary experts enables 
discussion amongst marine mammal scientists 
and policy makers, enhancing collaboration 
and training the next generation of scientists 
and practitioners. 

PWF researchers from Hawai‘i and Ecuador 
were honored to be invited to present at this 
esteemed event. 

“I love you sister. Happy 
wedding day.”
@meigancanfield 
Meigan Canfield (Maui, HI)

MEET OUR 
SUPPORTERS

“The work that you do is 
incredibly important because 
the oceans are such an 
integral part of our planet’s 
ecosystem.”
@kstaky
Kristy Staky (Los Angeles, CA)

“Whales are such awesome 
and breathtaking creatures 
who deserve the respect of a 
clean, healthy environment.”
@kklsie
Kayla Siemers (Seattle, WA)

were not seen before 2016, putting Christina’s research team in an exciting position to 
monitor frequency of this behavior change over time, and work with collaborators in 
other breeding areas to see if these behaviors occur elsewhere as well.

Along with researchers from six different locations in South America, Pacific Whale 
Foundation Ecuador contributed acoustic data in a collaborative effort to build a 
dictionary of humpback whale song units. By comparing these units, researchers 
determined that two different humpback whale stocks, previously thought to rarely 
interact, have exhibited cultural interaction in 3 consecutive years, providing new and 
exciting insight into humpback whale culture and the evolution of song. 

OUR NETWORK. PWF supported the work of Isabel Goncalves 
(pictured), whose research project studying humpback whales in the 
Serra Grande region of Brazil (Baleias Na Serra) was featured at our  
World Whale Film Festival last year on Maui, (MauiWhaleFestival.org). 
Aiming to characterize the behavior and movement patterns of 
humpback whales and associate them to their acoustic behaviors, Isabel 
presented her findings of land-based visual observations and passive 
acoustic monitoring to merge what is observed with what is heard from 
this breeding ground. 

As Happywhale’s second-greatest contributor of encounters and 
photos from our North Pacific Humpback Whale Catalog, PWF was proud to support 
the project presentation of the Joint Institute for Marine and Atmospheric Research, 
Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center, and the Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale 
National Marine Sanctuary, who found matches from whales in the Northwestern 
Hawaiian Islands to whales previously sighted near Maui by PWF researchers. 
Happywhale, a machine-learning platform that compares fluke photos taken by project 
researchers and collaborators, facilitated these matches.  

Marine Mammal Research Program PhD candidate with the University of Hawai’i at 
Mānoa, Martin van Aswegen presented his work using unoccupied aerial systems 
(drones) to estimate entanglement and scarring rates on southeast Alaskan humpback 
whales. PWF regularly collaborates with this team to study the health of North Pacific 
humpback whales by examining body condition to quantify the energetics of their 
annual migration.

Marine Mammal Research Program PhD candidate with the University of Hawai‘i 
Mānoa, Fabien Vivier, spoke to the audience about his unique approach to 
calibrating drone measurements of dolphin species. The use of drones to take aerial 
measurements of marine mammals is becoming a widespread tool to research marine 
mammal populations; however, it is important to test the accuracy and precision of 
this measuring technique. By collecting aerial images of dolphins housed at Sea Life 
Park, Oahu, and taking actual hands-on measurements of dolphin length and girth, his 
team was able to test the precision of drone-obtained measurements. PWF proudly 
supports Fabien’s work and we are looking forward to applying his results to calibrate 
our own aerial data of dolphin species in Maui Nui.

SPEAKER

KELLY McHUGH
MARKETING & DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR,  PACIFIC WHALE FOUNDATION

In October, PWF was invited to 
speak at Arival Orlando 2019 
to talk about the rise of social 
enterprise with the “brightest 
minds, biggest brands, and 
most provocative voices from 
across the U.S., Latin America 
and around the globe.”

WORLD MARINE 
MAMMAL 
SCIENCE 
CONFERENCE

WHY DO WE ATTEND 
SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCES? 

FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION. It’s critical 
that scientists know what the trends are in 
our field of research so that we can design 
appropriate research studies and work to 
answer the most important and relevant 
questions. We also learn from what others 
are doing, such as advances in equipment, 
new ways of conducting analyses, or a new 
software that can make our work easier. 

FOR RELATIONSHIP-BUILDING. Our science 
is made stronger by working collaboratively 
with others, and these relationships are 
often formed at conferences, workshops 
and other meetings. 

TO SHARE OUR WORK. By presenting at 
conferences, we establish and maintain our 
reputation in the global research community 
and let others know what we are working on 
and how this research can be utilized. When 
presenting preliminary findings, feedback from 
the audience is a valuable tool to inform and 
strengthen the final product.

PWF HAWAI‘I CONTRIBUTIONS. PWF’s research highlights the need for continued 
monitoring, and adaptive management of human activities near whale populations worldwide. 

“It is important to consider human-caused behavior changes when developing regulations 
and management plans, because behavior changes can give rise to population level impacts,” 
shares Chief Biologist Stephanie Stack, who presented research investigating the potential 
impacts of human activities, such as whale watching from vessels and commercial swim-with-
whale programs, on humpback whale behavior. “If whales use more energy than their energy 
stores allow due to human influence, this behavior change could, in turn, decrease the amount 
of energy available to feed, breed, migrate, and reproduce.”

From 2013-2018, PWF researchers conducted a multi-species survey with the goal of 
estimating abundance and distribution of island-associated dolphin species. Chief Scientist 
Jens Currie presented a comparison of three different analysis techniques; mark-recapture, 
line-transect distance sampling, and density surface modeling, and their relative effectiveness 
in assessing species abundance. 

“Technique comparisons like this are useful to the research community because they help 
guide the design of future projects and remind us of the importance of using monitoring goals 
to inform data collection and analysis efforts,” states Currie. 

PWF ECUADOR CONTRIBUTIONS. PWF Ecuador Director Cristina Castro presented 
observations of unusual “friendly whale” behavior in Puerto Lopez, Ecuador, and proposed 
definition of the term as whales who approach boats and stay near them without moving away 
or showing evidence of avoidance behaviors for an extended period of time. These behaviors 
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As part of the Meeting’s opening 
address, a video In Memoriam 
was presented to the attendees, 
acknowledging researchers who 
had passed away since the previous 
meeting. Included this year 
was a tribute to Greg Kaufman, 
who founded Pacific Whale 
Foundation in 1980 and passed 
away in 2018.

https://www.mauiwhalefestival.org/events-overview
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REMODELED OCEAN STORE
This quarter, we introduced a remodeled Ocean Store at the Ma‘alaea, HI site with a more customer-friendly layout, reusable water bottle refill station, 
eco-conscious alternatives that align with our RETHINK single-use plastics conservation campaign and an interactive “PWF Information Station” and 
Member portal. Through our Ocean Stores, we aim to enhance guests’ all-around PWF experience and provide a rewarding way to further support our 
mission to protect the ocean through science and advocacy and inspire environmental stewardship. As a social enterprise, all profits directly support 
our Research, Education, and Conservation efforts. We’ve been working hard to ensure that each Ocean Store site fulfills this goal!

In the Stanford University film The Crystal Reef – a virtual reality 
experience illustrating the impact of carbon emissions on marine life  
– a narrator asks, “what if you had a crystal ball, and that crystal ball 
showed you exactly what the oceans and the world would look like 
in a future affected by climate change?” 

Researchers at Stanford University’s Virtual Human Interaction Lab 
(VHIL) believe that more people would care if they could experience 
this vision for themselves, and they are pioneering the use of virtual 
reality to tackle conservation issues that otherwise may be out of 
sight, out of mind. 

With an annual reach of 400,000 individuals and a successful track 
record of engaging millions to date in conservation advocacy work, 
Pacific Whale Foundation was approached by VHIL to support their 
goal of increasing public knowledge and awareness of the steep 
rise in CO2 emissions and its impacts on the ocean. This prestigious 
collaboration will be led by PWF Education Manager Robyn Ehrlich 
and Géraldine Fauville of Stanford University. 

“With this project, we are investigating the affordances of Virtual 
Reality (VR) in education using the Stanford Ocean Acidification 
Experience (SOAE), a VR piece developed by the Virtual Human 
Interaction Lab at Stanford University,” says Géraldine Fauville, 
Ph.D., “SOAE is an educational experience that makes the impossible 
possible: seeing the ocean absorb carbon dioxide (CO2) molecules, a 
coral reef degrade, and marine life disappear as the ocean acidifies.”

Through this experience developed with marine scientists from 
Hopkins Marine Station and Stanford Center for Ocean Solutions, 
participants will learn about the causes and the consequences of 
ocean acidification, as well as actions that can be taken to reduce 
CO2 emissions. Members of the public will choose from a schedule 

of 15-minute time slots to experience an underwater reef exploration 
and brief survey - all done via VR headset. Data is automatically 
recorded and accessible only to the Stanford research team. 

“We have worked closely with our Institutional Review Board (IRB)  
to ensure that our study complies with all privacy and ethics 
regulations,” remarks Fauville, “We do not collect any names, so the 
data is always anonymous.”

“This is a unique and exciting opportunity to engage our community  
in our mission to protect the ocean through science and advocacy 
and to inspire environmental stewardship,” says Pacific Whale 
Foundation Executive Director Kristie Wrigglesworth, “our ecotours 
operate with the belief that experiencing whales, dolphins and other 
marine animals living wild in their natural habitat promotes awareness 
and understanding. Virtual reality has the potential to expand this 
experience to countless others that are out of reach from coastal 
environments.”

The Stanford Ocean Acidification Experience (SOAE) will be offered at 
Pacific Whale Foundation’s Virtual Reality Classroom during specified 
hours beginning in February 2020. Please join our mailing list at 
PacificWhale.org/mailing-list for updates.  

ABOVE: Wearing a virtual reality headset, a researcher tries out the Stanford Ocean 
Acidification Experience, a new VR science education tool that will be available to 
the public at our Maui headquarters, with coral animation still in background.  
(Image credit: Stanford Virtual Human Interaction Lab)
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Donna & John Riley (Seattle, WA) check out our new Information Station. They have been members for over 30 years!
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Wayne White, Chair 
– former Chief of the Endangered Species Program 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
Eric Brown, PhD, MS 
– Marine Ecologist with the National Park 
of American Samoa 
 
MaryKate Rosack, Secretary/Treasurer 
– Director of Marketing with Procter & Gamble 
and Darden Restaurants 

Courtney Hathaway 
– Certified Public Accountant 
 
Bob Wood 
– Technology Infrastructure 
Management Professional  
 
Kevin Wood, PhD, MS 
– Distinguished Professor Emeritus, Operations 
Research Department, at the Naval Postgraduate 
School, where he formerly served as Associate 
Dean of Research 

BOARD LEADERSHIP

Pacific Whale Foundation is proud to 
welcome two new Members of the 
Board of Directors as we launch our 40th 

year of marine Research, Education and 
Conservation programs. 

As a nonprofit organization, Pacific 
Whale Foundation is governed by a 
Board of Directors that is responsible 
for following all nonprofit laws and 

adhering to its mission to protect the ocean through science and 
advocacy and to inspire environmental stewardship. The Board actively 
reviews the Foundation’s purpose and mission; providing guidance 
on goals, programs and services; and ensuring long-term growth. The 
team meets quarterly to discuss operations at its Maui headquarters, 
its partnerships and programs in Australia, Ecuador, Chile and its 
involvement with both the International Whaling Commission (IWC) 
and International Marine Mammal Conservation Conferences. 

Joining us is CPA Courtney Hathaway, who shares, “environmental 
stewardship and conservation are topics that have become increasingly 
important to me throughout my life and have taken on heightened 
significance due to global environmental challenges that are becoming 
more apparent every day. I love whales and believe that my 
educational and career background are a good fit for Pacific Whale 
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WELCOME, NEW BOARD MEMBERS

“GUYS. THIS IS THE BEST DAY 
OF MY LIFE. I’M A WHALE 
MOM.” – @sabri_por

“Holiday sunsets on boats + 
sunsets + whale sighting = 
winning!” – @mauizyia

“Fun day whale watching 
with this crew.” 
–  @ichoose.beauty

ANNUAL FUND CAMPAIGN
Made up of a global network of members and donors, we are 
committed to positively impacting the health and survival of our 
oceans and marine animals through award-winning Research, 
Education and Conservation work. We have produced more than 
300 peer-reviewed scientific publications, reports, conference 
presentations, and books; created 3 core citizen-science platforms 
that directly engage the public in our ongoing research and 
conservation work; logged 100,000 hours in environmental 
certification training for our marine naturalists; enabled access 
to science education and keiki whale watching adventures to 
thousands of schoolchildren; and served millions of ecotour 
passengers of all ages, sharing our impacts, initiatives and messages 
while offering an experiential model of our mission work. Together, 
we are empowering and strengthening a culture of educated, 
motivated and inspired ocean advocates whose impact can traverse 
all borders and will benefit many generations to come. 

The recent shift in environmental policy priorities and goals 
cannot overshadow the values and impacts that oceans have on 
our lives and everyday well-being. By building and sharing our 
toolbox for environmental research, education and conservation, 
we can be the change-makers.

We invite your participation in this remarkable journey by joining as 
an Annual Fund Campaign supporter today: PacificWhale.org/give.

Foundation. I look forward to the opportunity to use my skills and experience to assist in executing on the Foundation’s mission and goals.” 
Courtney brings expertise in accounting, auditing, compliance and governance to the Board.  

With a lifelong passion for nature and the environment, long-time Foundation volunteer and management executive Bob Wood joins the Board, sharing 
“I believe that we are all obligated to do what we can to preserve the environment for future generations, while balancing the real world challenges 
of living within our chosen society.” Having spent most of his adult life engaged in activities that support this balance, Bob also has 40-plus years of 
experience managing workflow technology, quality assurance and bottom line performance. He brings to the PWF Board an acute expertise in process 
management, financial control and technology infrastructure as well as seasoned experience guiding nonprofit organizations through stabilization, 
growth and leadership transitions. 

Hathaway and Wood join Foundation Board Members Wayne White, former Chief of the Endangered Species Program 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; MaryKate “MK” Rosack, Marketing Professional and Certified Nonprofit Manager; 
Kevin Wood, Ph.D., Distinguished Professor Emeritus, Operations Research Department, at the Naval Postgraduate 
School; and Marine Ecologist Eric Brown, Ph.D. of the National Park of American Sāmoa.

This Board expansion follows the 2018 passing of Pacific Whale Foundation founder and 38-year director Greg Kaufman. 
Through a career dedicated to the protection of whales, dolphins, turtles and other marine animals living wild in their 
natural habitat, Greg’s work has directly engaged millions of individuals. The staff and Board of Pacific Whale Foundation 
continue to honor his legacy through its mission today. Greg will be long remembered for his distinct personality, his 
tough questions, and his tireless advocacy.

To learn more about Greg’s legacy work and that of the Foundation, please join us at the world premiere of “A Voice for Whales,” a biopic created by his 
wife, filmmaker Selket Kaufman, at this year’s World Whale Film Festival on Friday, February 14 at Iao Theater in Wailuku. Details on this and other 40th 
Anniversary Maui Whale Festival events may be found at MauiWhaleFestival.org or on page 12. 

Learn more about our Board of Directors at  PacificWhale.org/governance. 

MEET OUR SUPPORTERS

https://secure.pacificwhale.org/np/clients/pacificwhale/donation.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&campaign=201&&test=true
https://www.pacificwhale.org/pacific-whale-foundation/about-us/governance/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/pacific-whale-foundation/about-us/governance/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/pacific-whale-foundation/about-us/governance/
https://www.mauiwhalefestival.org/filmfestival
https://www.pacificwhale.org/pacific-whale-foundation/about-us/governance/


2019 EDUCATION PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

OCEAN CAMP
During the thirteen weeks of the year in which we offered our Ocean Camp program, we served 
more than 1,050 children and young adults. Participants learned and gained appreciation for the 
ocean through fun, hands-on learning in our classrooms and exciting, daily field trips throughout 
the island, including two snorkel trips per week on one of our ecotour vessels.

KEIKI WHALEWATCH
The reach of our Keiki Whalewatch program continues to increase, engaging 3,253 students in 2019  
– an increase of 71% from just three short years ago – and our second consecutive year reaching 
students on both Lānaʻi and Molokai. Participants were introduced to the anatomy, physiology 
and behavior of humpback whales through hands-on classroom programs, and whale watching 
adventures on our ecotour vessels.

PLASTIC POLLUTION SOLUTIONS
Designed in 2018 in conjunction with the County of Maui and Plastic Ocean Foundation, 2019 
program funding has been granted by the Atherton Family Foundation to help reach students of 
all ages. To date, the program has directly reached over 2,050 students in schools on Maui, Molokai 
and Lānaʻi. We also created a custom version of our Plastic Pollution Solutions program to reach 
keiki in Australia in 2020!

NEW ADOPT CURRICULUM
Through our adoption program, you can symbolically adopt marine animals in our catalogs in order 
to support our work. One adoption program option offers a classroom package that provides, 
among other things, educators with marine-animal themed lesson plans for grades K-8. We are 
currently updating the curriculum and expanding it to K-12 to reach more students; adding an 
option to schedule a Skype session with a staff member for a Q&A; creating new activities that 
incorporate our research and ways to conserve the ocean and individual species; and more!

LIFE-SIZE INFLATABLE HUMPBACK WHALE
In 2018, our dream of adding a life-sized inflatable humpback whale to our education program 
offerings became a reality, thanks to a donation from Dee at Discover the Depths in Illinois. 
Unfortunately, being larger than the average life-size of a humpback whale meant we had some 
trouble fitting him in the indoor spaces in schools here in Hawai‘i! After several attempts, we 
decided it was time to pass him on to a new home where he could be better utilized. We released 
a call out to other educators wondering ‘who would want a life-size inflatable humpback whale?’ 
As it turns out, everyone does! We received responses from educators all over the world! Due to 
the size and the reality of shipping, we were able to send him to the island of Oʻahu via one of our 
PacWhale Eco-Adventure vessels to be used in education programs there. 

Thanks to funds raised during Pacific Whale Foundation’s 2019 Online Auction, we now have our 
own customized life-size inflatable humpback whale, modeled after a real humpback whale in 
our catalog and named by a generous donor. The winning bidder chose the very appropriate name 
‘Ohana, Hawaiian for family, in honor of his own beloved family. We can’t wait to share her with 
students through our Keiki Whalewatch program in 2020! ‘Ohana, the namesake whale, will now be 
added to our adoption catalog. Learn more at PacificWhale.org/adopt.

Our Education program creates and provides science-based opportunities that engage the public in conservation and advocacy. Through award-
winning ecotours (or “floating classrooms”) led by Certified Marine Naturalists, hands-on marine exploratory science labs, internships, camps, 
public information stations, community events and more, millions of individuals from all walks of life have accessed quality opportunities 
to learn about protecting the ocean through science and advocacy. Highlights from 2019 include the following: 

P R E S E N T E D  B Y  P A C I F I C  W H A L E  F O U N D A T I O N

2020

RUN & WALK FOR WHALES 
SAT, FEB 1 

MAUI HARBOR SHOPS, MA‘ALAEA

WORLD WHALE FILM FESTIVAL 
FRI, FEB 14 

IAO THEATER, WAILUKU

ECO CRUISES 
WHALE PHOTO SAFARI, VIP CRUISES 

& DAILY WHALEWATCHES 

CONCERT CRUISES 
SAT, FEB 8 • 9 • 15 • 22 
MA‘ALAEA & LAHAINA

TRAIL OF THE WHALE 
PAPAWAI POINT • DAILY 

WAILEA BEACH MARRIOTT • WED & FRI 
MAUI OCEAN CENTER • TUE & THU

GREAT WHALE COUNT 
JAN 25 • FEB 29 • MAR 28 
12 MAUI SURVEY SITES

& PARADE OF WHALES

Maui Whale Festival brings together an international audience of thousands 
to celebrate the 3,000-mile homecoming of Maui’s humpback whales. 

Join us as we celebrate our 40TH year of marine Research, Education and Conservation.

4 0 T H  A N N U A L

In partnership with Hawaiian Islands Humpback 
Whale National  Marine Sanctuary, Hawai‘i 
Division  of Aquatic Resources, and Whale Trust

SAT, FEB 8 
KALAMA PARK, KĪHEI

A  N E W  A N D  E XC I T I N G  C O L L A B O R AT I O N 

Protecting the ocean through science and advocacy and inspiring environmental stewardship

MauiWhaleFestival.org
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https://www.pacificwhale.org/education/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/you-can-help/adopt-marine-animal/
https://www.mauiwhalefestival.org/events-overview


In 2019, the conservation department launched the RETHINK 
campaign, aimed at educating the public about the detriment 
of single-use plastics on the marine environment and offering 
alternatives that are accessible to all. The campaign’s goal is 
to encourage people to add a fourth “R” – RETHINK – to the 
decades-old mantra of “reduce, reuse, recycle”. In fact, we look 
to change the mantra altogether by inspiring consumers to refuse 
buying disposable products, reduce our overall consumption, 
and reuse materials we already have. We encourage people 
to eliminate their single-use plastic waste by rethinking their 
everyday decisions surrounding modern-day conveniences. The 
RETHINK campaign has reached thousands of people worldwide 
through our social media platforms, encouraged hundreds of 
people to pledge to reduce their use of single-use plastics and 
Pacific Whale Foundation has worked to eliminate single-use 
plastics in our own operations.

With plastic pollution entering our oceans at a rate of 8 million 
tons per year, increasing education about this topic is pertinent 
to the health of our oceans and planet as a whole. Pacific Whale 
Foundation’s research has shown plastics to be the dominant 
debris category for debris items in Maui County and a significant 
risk to marine life. The more people we introduce to the 
connection between everyday actions and the impact on the 
places we love, the more people are inspired to make changes in 
their own lives.

In the next year, the conservation department plans to continue 
the momentum of the RETHINK campaign through education, 
outreach, and community partnerships. Pacific Whale Foundation 
currently has a solid network of partners within our Volunteers 
on Vacation program, and we are looking to increase guest and 
community involvement with these partners. In addition, we  
are hoping to increase our outreach presence at community  
events. Strengthening relationships and increasing presence in 
the community will help spread our mission across the island and 
bolster community support.

As a social enterprise owned 100% by Pacific Whale Foundation, PacWhale Eco-Adventures functions solely to support the mission work of its parent 
nonprofit. Staffed by college-educated Certified Marine Naturalists with a four-year degree in the sciences, each has undergone a 120-hour in-house 
Eco-U training to ensure an enriching experience for passengers and supporters. Our award-winning floating classrooms have consistently earned a 
reputation for excellence in communicating sustainable practice and for having a great time doing it. The upcoming season’s offerings include:

LEARN
ULTIMATE WHALEWATCH 

WITH THE EXPERTS 
• 

VIP WHALEWATCH 
• 

WHALE PHOTO SAFARI

CELEBRATEPLAY
MOLOKINI WILD SIDE SNORKEL 

• 
LĀNA ‘ I SNORKEL & DOLPHIN WATCH 

• 
MOLOKINI & TURTLE ARCHES 

SNORKEL

CAPTAIN’S CLUB DINNER 
•

SUNSET & CELESTIAL CRUISE
•

FULL MOON RHYTHMS

CRUISE WITH US. MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
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2019 CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
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CHANGE-MAKERS

Anecdote by Andrew Ellis, Director of Australian Operations 

In January of 1990, I was sitting on top of the world as the owner of 
a marine services company who spent my life cruising the east coast 
of Australia and near Pacific islands on multi-million dollar yachts. I 
received a phone call to deliver a catamaran from Sydney to Hervey 
Bay and to subsequently operate the vessel for three months, doing 
daily whale watching cruises from the port. Whilst I had seen whales 
at sea before, I could not imagine why anybody would pay to be taken 
to sea in search of these creatures and wondered what mad scheme 
my contractor was dreaming up! Curious, I juggled my crews and 
contracts and accepted. 

I arrived in Hervey Bay in July 1990  
ready to operate, but with very little  
understanding of what I was about to 
do, as all of my knowledge on whales  
was learned from books during the  
delivery voyage! Within a few days  
of arrival, whilst preparing the ship  
for cruise start day, I met a man who  
was to change my life very quickly  
and more completely over the next  
28 years. 

His inspiration and total belief in what he was doing has changed me from 
someone whose only thoughts of the sea (and life) was to use it to further 
my career and enjoyment of life. 

I was very quickly taught that our oceans and their inhabitants were 
vital to the survival of our planet, and that if I continued to treat the 
seas as a commodity only, life as I knew it would become progressively 
worse. The devotion of Greg Kaufman and Pacific Whale Foundation 
to the protection of our oceans, and the necessity to inspire others to 
become advocates, was the catalyst in the many changes in my life to come. 

Within a few short years, my career changed from the decadence of 
corporate entertaining to encompass annual whale watching contracts, 
youth education aboard Tall Ships, and school sessions to inspire 
youngsters – but most of all, my involvement with PWF changed my 
understanding of life by instilling a love of the environment and a passion 
to share the importance of environmental protection with others. 
I have been involved with the Foundation in many ways throughout 
the last thirty years thanks to the inspiration instilled in me by Greg 
all those years ago. 

This inspiration still burns very brightly and I will be forever grateful 
to the many wonderful people that I have met over the last 30 years 
who have the same, and sometimes greater, belief in the mission of 
PWF to protect the ocean through science and advocacy and inspire 
environmental stewardship. 

Anecdote by Cristina Castro, Director of PWF Ecuador 

The first time I saw a whale was in 1997. I was part of a project to 
research the use of humpback whale habitats in Machalilla National 
Park. Although that project ended in 2000, I knew that the work to 
establish a protected area for whales had to continue. I attended many, 
many conferences trying to spread the importance of this work. 

In 2001, I met Greg Kaufman. He read one of my posters and wrote me 
two emails: one, to introduce himself and Pacific Whale Foundation, 
and the other telling me what day he was going to arrive in Ecuador. 
I could not believe it, I did not know who he was, just that he wanted 
to help us, that he had ideas and, above all, that he was willing to take 
a long trip to get to know us.

Our meeting was incredible. In June of 2001, we started our trip to the 
Machalilla National Park. Greg and his team handed us cameras and 
many photo rolls, a GPS, and a case to take care of the equipment. 
We spent seven days at sea looking for whales. When we returned, 
we talked all night. My English was very bad, but we understood each 
other. Incredibly, we thought the same way.  He talked to me about 
whaling and how to do more responsible whale watching. I used every 
minute to take in his experience in tourism, science and life.

In 2001, we created the first Regulation for Whale Watching in Ecuador. 
When I gave Greg the document, he edited everything. He told me 
things like: ‘they need to turn off the engines if they find whales; they 
need to know where they are.’ It was great. The contributions he made 
to the Law are still preserved today. 

Thanks to our project, now at 18 years, we have the largest identification 
catalog in Latin America, with historical information on whales and 
their migrations  We have learned a lot from whales, from their areas 
of feeding, reproduction and more. We have established training and 
education courses. And it is the only project in the Machalilla National 
Park with this many years of research.
   
This year, Cristina worked with the government of Ecuador to modify 
environmental legislation to prohibit the import of marine mammals by 
aquariums, as well as breeding and the display of individuals removed 
from their habitats. This is particularly positive news as it follows efforts  
in 2018 by a dolphinarium company in Venezuela to open a captive 
dolphin facility in Salinas, Ecuador. This met with significant opposition 
from NGOs in Ecuador and internationally. 

Ecuador is a Party to the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory 
Species of Wild Animals (CMS) which in its resolution 11.22 invites 
Parties to implement national legislation prohibiting the live capture 
of whales and dolphins for commercial purposes as well the import of 
wild-caught whales and dolphins. We congratulate the government 
of Ecuador for this progressive initiative to protect cetaceans.

. . . most of all, my 
involvement with 
PWF changed my 

understanding of life 
by instilling a love 

of the environment 
and a passion to 

share the importance 
of environmental 

protection with others. 

GREG KAUFMAN 
— age 27

https://www.pacificwhale.org/cruises/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/rethink/


SPRING BREAK 
OCEAN CAMP!
MARCH 2020
 
Offering fun, adventure and discovery, campers learn about 

the oceans and Maui’s natural environment while building 

new skills and making new friends. Each week centers around 

an ocean-related theme, and every day includes hands-on 

science lessons, fun games and activities, creative arts and 

crafts, and nature based field trips. Register at (808) 249-8811 

or PacificWhale.org/education/ocean-camp.
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10 research projects were managed concurrently in Hawai’i, Australia and Ecuador.
 
Collaborations were built with other research groups and organizations, such as 
Marine Mammal Research Program at UH Mānoa, UH Hilo, University of Alaska 
Fairbanks and Alaska Whale Foundation to better understand the humpback 
whale population health using UAV (drone) technology.

We submitted over 1,400 individuals to Happywhale for global matching and 
tracking of individual whales.

We were invited to participate in a Humpback Whale Trends Working Group that, along 
with other scientists in Hawai‘i and Alaska, is working to identify factors that may be 
contributing to the observed decline in humpback whale sighting rates since 2015. 
 
We formed connections with tour operators to expand our data collection platforms 
and connected with operators in Western Australia to encourage photo donations 
from regions outside of our immediate study area.

Successful field seasons in Hawai‘i, Australia, Ecuador and sponsored a blue whale 
project in Chile were conducted.

We moved forward with research projects using new technology, including UAVs, 
LiDAR and Laser Fin photogrammetry, which requires adaptation of protocols, 
data storage and analysis methods, as well as clear communication with peers in 
the field.
 
Thanks to our reporting network and rapid response program, we had 5 encounters 
with false killer whales and collected valuable information on their behaviors and 
morphometrics to aid in their management and conservation.
 
We responded to a series of pygmy killer whale standings, which allowed for a rare 
data collection opportunity that will help us ground-truth the information we can 
capture from UAVs.
 
We received additional training from partners at NOAA Fisheries and ORRCA 
in stranding response and large whale entanglement response, so that we may 
continue to provide assistance with marine mammal emergencies.
 
We published articles sharing our work: Wild dolphins with bent dorsal fins in 
Hawai‘i; A historical analysis of humpback whale distribution in Hervey Bay, 
Australia; Sightings of a killer whale overlapping with humpback whale breeding 
seasons in the Eastern Tropical Pacific.

We attended scientific conferences globally in order to share our work, network 
with other scientists and educators, and continue our education by staying 
apprised of trends in the field of marine mammal science: International Whaling 
Commission Scientific Committee meeting in Kenya, Marine Mammal Commission 
meeting in Hawai‘i, World Whale Conference in Australia, World Marine Mammal 
Conference in Spain.

We participated in community events in Hawai‘i, Australia, and Ecuador by providing 
informative talks on our projects and engaging with the public. We have increased 
our promotion of citizen science through our photo donations project and the use 
of our free sightings app, Whale & Dolphin Tracker.

Drone Work

The Great Whale Count

Cristina Castro, PWF Ecuador

2019 
RESEARCH 
PROGRAM 
HIGHLIGHTS
 
With the support of passengers, Members 
and donors, the year 2019 has been an 
active and successful one for Pacific Whale 
Foundation’s research team – on both a 
local and global scale. 

Our annual accomplishments are important 
to help raise awareness of issues impacting 
marine mammals in the scientific and 
management communities, as well as in the 
local areas where we conduct our research. 

We strive to contribute to the understanding  
of these populations around the world 
and aim to use the data-based evidence 
from our studies to inform and guide 
conservation measures. 

In the coming year, we hope to build on our 
achievements as leaders in marine mammal 
research and to expand on our efforts 
using new technology and collaborations to 
better understand emerging threats to the 
populations we study.

Please consider donating during our 
Annual Fund Campaign. Your donation 
allows us to continue our vital research  
to learn more about marine animals.  
The better we understand them, the better  
we are able to protect them, both on Maui  
and around the world. Mahalo for being  
an ocean advocate!

PacificWhale.org/give
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https://secure.pacificwhale.org/np/clients/pacificwhale/donation.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&campaign=201&&test=true
https://www.pacificwhale.org/research/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/research/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/education/ocean-camp/


CHAMPION | $5,000 & above
Helping to protect endangered marine 
mammal species from extinction

HUMANITARIAN | $2,500 - $4,999
International programs and humpback whale research

ADVOCATE | $1,000 - $2,499
Advocacy work on behalf of the marine environment

EDUCATOR | $500 - $999
Preparing our youth to become ocean stewards

CONSERVATIONIST | $250 - $499
Coastal marine debris monitoring to protect ocean habitats

INDIVIDUAL | $75
($55 for seniors age 60 and above)

FAMILY | $125
(2 adults plus children under 18 years of age)

As an organization of the people, our MEMBERSHIP program 
exemplifies the value of relationships to our work. Creating 
a community of ocean ambassadors through special online 
discussions with our Programs teams, regular communications 
regarding project progress and results, participatory-driven benefits 
such as discounted whale and dolphin watches and more, we aim to 
connect a strong network of protectors. Join as a Member today!

Membership benefits include ecotours and VIP boarding, Member 
tee shirts and totes, exclusive invitations to special and online 
events, FREE newsletter subscription, Members-only access, 20% 
discount on PacWhale Eco-Adventures + Ocean Stores + Ocean 
Camp enrollment, $20 discount at Northshore Zipline, 10% discount 
at Maui Ocean Center, 10% discount at Maui Sports Unlimited, and 
more! Visit PacificWhale.org/member. 

CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS
• Blue Whale Research in Chile
• Spinner Dolphin Research in Hawai‘i
• Humpback Whale Research in Ecuador, Australia and Hawai‘i 
• False Killer Whale Research in Hawai‘i

EDUCATION PROGRAMS
• Keiki Whalewatch
• Ocean Camp
• Plastic Pollution Solutions
• Outreach Information Stations

CONSERVATION INITIATIVES
• Coastal Marine Debris Monitoring Program
• International Coastal Cleanup Day
• Adopt-A-Highway & Volunteers on Vacation 
• RETHINK Single-Use Plastics

ANNUAL EVENTS
• Maui Whale Festival (mauiwhalefestival.org)
• Earth Day & World Oceans Day
• Welcome Home the Whales
• Annual Online Auction

OTHER WAYS TO SUPPORT
• Greg Kaufman Scholarship Fund 
• Carole Carlsen, PhD Scholarship Fund 
• Corporate Giving Program & Team Building for Good
• Amazon SMILE, and Give Aloha 
• Giving Tuesday 
• Pacific Whale Foundation Annual Campaign
• Private Boat Charter
• In-Kind Gifts, Discounts and Volunteer Support
• Planned Giving
• Custom Collaboration 

For groups and individuals seeking specialized support 
opportunities, our GIVING programs invite participation through 
campaigns, events and grants. These include Research appeals for 
equipment and specific projects, Education program sponsorship 
opportunities for schools and communities in need, and 
Conservation campaigns that advocate for robust environmental 
protection measures. Donate now to support an item below!

Pacific Whale Foundation is a nonprofit tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization: federal 
tax ID number 99-0207417. Your donation is U.S. tax deductible to the extent 
allowed by law.

MEMBERSHIP GIVING

PacificWhale.org/you-can-help
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Mary Abroe
Teresa Allred
Greg and Jan Aplin
Jacqueline Jones Bahr
Bill Bailey
June Ballestrazze
Alec and Jill Barclay
Susan Barriball
Jane Bateman
Steven Beck
Ellen Behrend
Jeannie Berg
Mark and Nancy Berge
Martin Berlinrood
MaryPat Bessolo
John and Mary Beyer
Lynn Birney
Norman Blank
Laurel Bluntzer
Sheila Boester
Nancy Bolton
Fredric and Anita Bost
Kris Bosworth
Patrick Bourque
Bruce and Lynn Bowen
Karen Boyd
Helen Boyle
James and Barbara Brady
Lisa Braidech
Dodi Briscoe
John Browning
Virginia Brunette
Vickie Brunstetter
Janet Bryant
Stuart and Trista Burns
Rebecca Busch
Deborah Butt
Patricia Byrne
Sallie Carrera
Natalie Carrigan
Julie Catlett
Jennifer Cecil
Marilyn Chisholm
Julie Chrzanowski and Celso Morrison
Stephen Cope
Nancy Coppola
John and Sue Corey
Steve Costion
Leon and Valerie Covell
Tom Cullen
Susan Daly
Suzellen Darden
Amelia and John Davenport
Michael and Lynette Davis
Meghan Davis
Carla Dennis
Stephanie Dennler
Nina DiAngelis
Laurie Dils
Chelsea Dinkins
Richard Duesbury
Erin Erin
Lynnette Evans
Shirley Ewing

Rich Ferrucci
Anne Field
Fred and Susi Fingerhut
Todd and Jamie Fink
Carol Forbes
Tricia Formanek
Mitchell Forstie
Michele Fosmire
Marilyn Franklin
Carol Freeman
John and Courtney Friend
Joy Fullerton
Dr. & Mrs. Louis George
Barbara Gibson
Jan Ginsky
Ryan Gish
Ian Glickman
John Glutz
Joseph Gofus
Henry and Tessa Goldsmith
Mike Gosson
Grace Greenwood
Linda and Robert Grissom
Holly Groh
Monte Gund
John Gunther
Susan Hall
Marion Hamblett
Robbi Hamida
Kathy Hamilton
Gabriel Belosevic & Amanda Harless
John Harnagel
Dianne Harris
Sue and John Harrison
Cydney Haug-West
Mark and Shannon Hayman
Susan and Michael Herman
Sara Hill
David and Susan Hirsch
Ann Hoffman
Deborah Holmes
Martin Hong
Elizabeth Hoxie
Benjamin and Jessica Hoyer
Bob Hunt
Kelly Hyzy
Judy Jackson
Karen Jackson-Hays
Lori Joas
William and Donna Johnson
John and Jody Jones
Nancy Jones
Nancy Joslyn
Alexandra Joyner
John Kelley
Rubina Khan
Karley Kiker
David Kimball
Trish Kinkelaar
Raymond Klacik Jr
Konnie Knight
Thomas and Joyce Kunz
Jon LaBranch
Pamela Lamson

John and Mary Landmesser
Roy Lapean
Peter Lasser
Janice Lee
William Lee
Jai Levine
Margaret and Richard Lincourt
Rose Lock
Margaret Loffelman
Randy Longerich
John Lukens
Deborah Lynn
Janet Macatee
Jodi Martin and David Stewart
Nancy and Ed Mas
Dave and Melissa Mason
Linell Mathisen
Cataldo Mazzola
Stephanie McCracken
Maryann McGraw
Joy McNamara
Jerome McNerney
Benard Mesander
Raymond Miller
Arvil Miller
Barbara Miller
Kimberly Mills
Edward Mitchell
Richard Mitchell
Paul Moffett
David Mohr
Yvette Molatore
Dan Morgan
Lorelei Mote
Suzanne and John Mulkey
John Munday
Kelly Murray
Martin Mussey
Mary Myers
Mary Myers
Starr Naines
Dave Nelson
Dawn Nelson
Anna Noe
Carole Nomura
Katherine Norris
Karlen Okamura
Chris Olbrich
John Osth
Raymond Paolantonio
Gabriele Paonessa-Anna
Hemal Parekh
John and Cynthia Paschen
Mary Persyn
Terri Phelps
Kathleen Phillips
Carole and Tom Podwell
Richard Potempa
Christine Pruitt
Jan Ray
Diane Reddington
Sonja Reidy
James Reilly
Alexander Rein-Jury

Rebecca Richardson
Vicky Richardson
Gretchen and David Riehl
Michael Ringenberg
Nancy Rischard
Donald and Patricia Rizzs
Alexandra Ross
Debra Roy
Patrick Sams
Christine Sanborn
David Schlissel
Marc Schmidt
Don and Paula Schmitt
Linda Schneider
Lyn Schnug
Joseph and Janet Schumb
Alice Scott
Philip and Barbara Seeger
Dan Shelton
John and Carol Shepard
Steven and Mary Simpson
Matthew Smith and Janet Hughes
Sydney Smith
Ellen and Tom Smolka
John Sorensen
Karla Stack
Christine Starzyk
Barbara Steger
Sharon Stout
Alan Stryeski
Regine Sullivan
Vikki and Ruth Swanson
Alice Sweatt
Richard Tabors
L Tardi
Judith and Nancy Tax-Wiener
Craig Thompson
Andrea Tisi Austin
Nexion Travel Group
Scott and Kimbra Turley
Audrey Urbano
Howard Vanick
Donna Vannucci
Sherry Volz
Shannon Walker
Daniel and Nancy Weintraub
Karen Weisgerber
Rob Weltman
Gary Wemmerus
Richard Werner
Lynn and Thomas West
Jennifer White
Pamela Whitehouse
Melanie Wicker
Russell G Wilder
Ellen Williams
Laura Wilson
Larry and Pamela Wing
Glenn and Susan Woodcock
Valerie and John Wookey
John Yelinek
James Young
Gary Ziebarth
Cindy Zugay

Thank you to all who generously gave to Pacific Whale Foundation’s Annual Fund in support of a bluer and brighter future.

https://secure.pacificwhale.org/np/clients/pacificwhale/donation.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&campaign=201&&test=true
https://www.pacificwhale.org/you-can-help/become-member-renew-membership/?utm_source=membership-and-giving-brochure&utm_medium=print
https://www.pacificwhale.org/you-can-help/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/you-can-help/
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CONTACT INFO HERE

Join us at the 2020 World 
Whale Film Festival for the 
premiere of the Greg Kaufman 
biopic, “A Voice for Whales.”

Gregory D. Kaufman 
Founder 
12/24/54 - 2/10/18 

Pacific Whale Foundation  
300 Ma‘alaea Road, Suite 211 | Wailuku, HI 96793 
PacificWhale.org | (808) 201-1983

Connect with Pacific Whale Foundation at
Printed on FSC certified paper

WHO WE ARE
With a mission to protect the ocean through science and advocacy 
and to inspire environmental stewardship, Pacific Whale Foundation 
(PWF) conducts Research, Education and Conservation programs 
for the communities in which it serves. Founded by Greg Kaufman 
in 1980 as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to saving 
the world’s whales from extinction, PWF now operates a 
social enterprise that offers fee-based programs and services 
through PacWhale Eco-Adventures to support its nonprofit 
work. Combined with memberships, donations, charitable grants 
and a remarkable group of dedicated volunteers, PWF now reaches 
more than 400,000 individuals each year through its Maui and 
Australia offices and research projects in Ecuador and Chile.

WHAT WE DO
RESEARCH 
Bona-fide, peer-reviewed 
research on marine animals 
and marine debris in Hawai‘i, 
Australia, Chile and Ecuador

EDUCATION 
Award-winning ecotours, 
camps, workshops and keiki 
whalewatches with schools

CONSERVATION 
Citizen-science Coastal Marine 
Debris Monitoring Program (FREE 
clean-up kits available) and the 
RETHINK campaign

10 WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
ADOPT
Your love for humpback and false killer whales, dolphins and turtles 
can be expressed with a donation in a number of ways – and helps 
to make a world of difference. 
 

PARTICIPATE 
Each month we offer a calendar of free opportunities in addition 
to our Eco-Adventures, including free Haleakalā excursions, 
Coastal Marine Debris Monitoring Programs and more. 
 

JOIN 
As a Member, you connect with a large and dynamic family working 
to protect the world’s marine wildlife and our shared ocean.  
 

CRUISE 
Hop aboard one of our “floating classrooms,” where every Marine 
Naturalist has collegiate-level science experience and has been 
recruited specifically to offer the greatest possible Eco-Adventure. 
 

SHOP 
Empower philanthropy and social good by shopping at our 
physical or online Ocean Stores. With proceeds directly 
supporting our nonprofit programs, your spending power 
makes you a conscious consumer.
 

EXPLORE 
Visit PacificWhale.org and our Whale & Dolphin Tracker mobile 
app to access a wealth of information for remote participation 
in our programs and services. 
 

LEARN 
Pass it on! Our informational campaigns are designed to 
encourage green practices that offer ready-to-use solutions 
for environmental issues. Register for email updates at 
PacificWhale.org/mailing-list to get involved. 
 

ENROLL 
Seasonal Ocean Camps and Plastic Pollution Solutions educate, 
inspire and motivate the next generation to care for our 
environment, and to have a lot of fun doing it. 
 

VOLUNTEER 
Offer your in-kind services to assist our Research, Education, 
Conservation, special events or fundraising teams – or – check  
out our Volunteers on Vacation offerings (FREE).
 

DONATE
Your contributions directly fund our nonprofit Research, 
Education and Conservation programs, geared to encourage a 
global community of people who care about the future of our 
planet’s oceans. 

https://www.mauiwhalefestival.org/filmfestival
https://www.pacificwhale.org/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/mailing-list/
https://us.fsc.org/en-us
https://www.pacificwhale.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PacificWhaleFoundation
https://www.instagram.com/pacificwhalefoundation/
https://twitter.com/PacificWhale
https://www.pacificwhale.org/



