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Red-billed gull – Behavioural observations
Name:





School:





 Location:






Date:





Time:





  Weather: 






Habitat description: _


















Observe the gulls from a distance and record their behaviours when interacting with other gulls. Then observe the behaviours of the gulls in the same place (habitat) when people are present.









	
	Behaviours
	Observation #1   –   Interactions with other gulls 
( √ = 1 bird,  √√ = few birds,  √√√ = many birds )
	Observation #2   –   Interactions with people
( √ = 1 bird,  √√ = few birds,  √√√ = many birds )

	Activities
	sitting
	
	

	
	standing
	
	

	
	walking towards
	
	

	
	walking away
	
	

	
	feeding
	
	

	
	preening
	
	

	Display behaviours
	Calling
	
	

	
	upright aggressive
	
	

	
	upright  alarm
	
	

	
	oblique display
	
	

	
	forward display
	
	

	
	head toss
	
	

	
	chocking
	
	


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What was the most common behaviour you saw?
2. Were all the birds observed adults? If not, did the juveniles or fledglings behave differently?

3. What do you think the display behaviours mean? 
4. Do the gulls have different types of calls? (think about why they are calling – what messages are they telling other gulls or people?)
5. Do you think their behaviours change when people are having lunch? 
6 Repeat your observation of the gulls interaction with people when they have food and when the don’t.
