Get to Know Grey
Seals & Harbor Seals!

Name:___________________________

Grey seals and harbor seals can often be seen on our boat tours! While these are two different species
of seals, they are in the same family of animals which means they have similar characteristics. Use
the information below to learn about these seals and to fill out the venn diagram!

In Muscongus bay, Maine, you
can find two types of seals, harbor
seals and grey seals. These seals
are both in the same family of
animals called pinnipeds (the same
family of animals sea lions and
walruses are in). Grey seals and
harbor seals are called True Seals,
this means they are different from
other animals in their family. True
Seals can't use their rear flippers
on dry land because of how far
back they are on their body, and
they don't have ears on the outside
of their head.
Even though they are both
marine mammals and are in the
same family of animals, grey
seals and harbor seals still
have traits that make them
different from each other.

Harbor Seal

Grey seals tend to be larger than
harbor seals. Grey seals can weigh
between 350-650 pounds and be 6-7
feet long. As their name suggests, they
tend to be grey in color, but their color
can vary from a tan-grey to a dark
grey. One key characteristic of a grey
seal is shape of its head. Grey seals have
a long snout that looks similar to a
horse's head.
Harbor seals tend to be smaller than
grey seals weighing between 150-350
pounds and being about 5-6 feet in
length. Harbor seals can be many
different colors like tan, grey, or brown.
Compared to a grey seal, the head of a
harbor seal is much smaller, it looks
more like the head of a dog. While both
seals can be different weights and
lengths, their diet is made of similar
foods like fish and shellfish.
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Venn Diagram
Below you see what is called a venn diagram, this is a tool used to show the relationship between two
or more things. For this diagram, facts that are true ONLY for harbor seals will go in the harbor seal
section, and facts ONLY true for grey seals will go on the grey seal side. Where the two circles cross
over it says "both", this is where facts that are true about both harbor seals and grey seals will go!
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