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4th of July Already?
Wine Train Successful
Are you Password Savy?
Gritty Palace Return Trip
Weinermobile Returns
First Responder Day

Is it the 4th of July already?
Thank You to the St Paul Police Officers and Firefighter!
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Visiting information
Wednesday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Admission $7 to $11.
Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Admission $9 to $15

The St Paul Police Officers and Firefighters were invited to JSR
to show our gratitude for all the magnificent work they do. Our
guests enjoyed the museum and the caboose ride. Senator Amy
Klobuchar was invited to speak to our guests and on the day of
the event she had to cancel due to scheduling conflicts. Although the senator’s cancelation was disappointing, John
Vessler, the Senator’s husband showed up and saved the day.
He read a letter on behalf of the Senator expressing her support
for our first responders. John spent a fair amount of time touring
the museum and enjoyed the experience. It was a pleasure to
meet John and we are grateful for his visit to the Museum.

Steam Program
There are many wonderful things happening at MTM. On June
9th at JSR there was a town hall type meeting to discuss the
restoration of Northern Pacific steam locomotives 2156 and 328.
Kurt Mahr, Bob Ball and Dave Hartgie lead the discussion with
about forty members attending. At the end of the night a show of
hands suggested a significant support for the restoration of both
locomotives. While there were concerns about funding and volunteers being taken away from the needs of MTM, this was addressed by a promise that funding would only be used the
steam program that is raised specifically for this project (the current finance committee will be diligent with oversight) and many
of the volunteers were interested in steam are not currently involved in other projects at MTM. At the end of the night the consensus was to proceed with exploring the logistics of a cosmetic
restoration of the 2156 and the 328. They are also doing a feasibility study on the possibility of an operational restoration of the
328. If you are interested in supporting the steam program at
MTM, please contact Kurt.

The Palace

Saturday activities feature 20 minute train
rides which is included in the admission
fee.

The Gritty Palace will be on her way home to St Paul. After numerous calls and emails with all the people involved, the “Gritty”
will be moved by freight rail to Spencer, NC, then to Charlotte,
On the cover: A-11 is all decked out
NC where Amtrak will take over. Then from Charlotte to
for the 4th of July celebration
Chicago, stopping to pick up the passengers to ride the final
Thanks to the volunteers that helped
apply the festive bunting to our OSCV stretch of the trip to St Paul, MN. Somewhat like the winners of
train. Photos - Wayne Merchant and
the golden ticket and Chocolate factory, the passengers will
Scott Hippert
enjoy the once in a lifetime experience of riding in beautiful
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executive railroad car with friends, gourmet food
prepared by Warren Plaisance, friendly conversation, and impressive views. The “Gritty” will
return to St. Paul on July 18th if all goes as
planned. Thank you to Bob Puelston, Warren
Plaisance, Bob Willet, Steve Sandburg and for
making this event possible and all that donated
to this wonderful event! MTM is grateful for your
generosity.

Pullman Porter
The Twin Tracks (Pullman Porter) Prototype
Exhibit has been completed and is on display at
JSR. This exhibit has been in the works for several years. It tells the story of the Pullman Porter
and the Red Caps that served the railroad at St
Paul Union Depot. It is an excellent addition to
the museum. Come by the museum and check it out!

The siding
MTM was recently the recipient of a very generous donation to pay for the much-needed repair
the siding at Marine on St Croix. Over 500 ties
were replaced. This makes this siding the nicest
stretch on the line. Thank You to the donor!

The Sprinkler
We accepted payment on the insurance claim for
bay A with MTM’s insurance company.
This money will be used responsibly to fund our
liabilities and operating cost as the money to
repair bay A came from our operations budget.

The Wine
This season we have started running wine tasting trains. Six events were arranged with three
different wineries. All six are sold out. The first
one on June 11th with Dancing Dragonfly Winery
and the second one with Fowler Chateau Winery
on June 25th were both a remarkable success. I
had the pleasure of serving wine to our guests
and they were enjoying the experience. We are
currently planning to add more this season.

Lawn Mower
Toro Corporation recently donated a 42” riding
mower to MTM. It will definitely make short work
out of mowing the lawn. Thank you, Toro, for
your generosity and this well needed lawn mower!

The second half
Just like in football, the second half is when it really gets exciting! This year is shaping up to be a
good year for MTM with the Wisconsin tourism
grant kicking in we will start seeing the tv ads
again and the phone will be ringing off the hook.
I have barely touched the surface in these paragraphs of all the things that are happening at
JSR and OSCVR. You may have already received a letter from Scott Hippert and me about
donating to MTM. I make the same request that I
did when I rode the wine train last week. If you
enjoyed the experience that you had today and
you believe in what we do at MTM please give
what you can afford! I believe I can speak for
Scott when I say that we are grateful for your
support, financial or otherwise. The amount of
work that is done by our volunteers at MTM is
outstanding. THANK YOU!
Wayne Merchant, MTM Board Chair
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That’s one fine
looking siding!
Your editor visited some of our volunteers at
Osceola last week. Every conversation started
out with, “have you seen the upgraded passing
track at Marine?” Well no I hadn’t but I was sure
going to check it out.
Never having been to the site from the ground, I
had several false starts trying to find it from my
truck. Finally I did find it and was I ever impressed! At least 500 new ties were installed.
The track was raised with the laying down of new
gravel and the roadbed leveled out.
The project was fully funded through the very
generous contribution of an anonymous donor.
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Gritty Palace
Welcome Home Trip

Gritty Palace Special Dinner Menu
Welcome Aboard Champagne Toast
Muddled Brandy Old Fashioned Cocktail
Selection of Soft Drinks
Relish Tray
Pimento Cheese Spread
Gerkins Carrot and Celery Sticks Olives Crackers
Wedge Salad
Crisp Iceberg lettuce Chef made Blue Cheese Dressing Grape Tomatoes
Bacon Crumbles
Warm Dinner Roll Selection
Prime Rib Au Jus
Great Big Baked Potato
Vinyard paired Red Wine
Fresh Baked Dark Chocolate Brownie Sundae

Dear Members,
Coffee 10 year old Tawney Port

AMTRAK has confirmed the move of the Gritty
Palace from Chicago to Saint Paul. If all goes
according to plan, it will depart Chicago on
Monday, July 18th at 3:00PM and arrive at St.
Paul Union Depot at about 11:00PM. Only a
very few tickets are still available to MTM
members for this once in a lifetime experience
on the Gritty Palace. We are requesting a donation of $1000 per person to help cover the cost of
moving the Gritty from NC to MN. A first-class
dinner and cocktails will be served enroute.
Those traveling will be responsible for their own
lodging, expenses and travel to Chicago. While
AMTRAK has confirmed our dates, please
understand that things can happen along a rail
line and sometimes there are delays.
If you have an interest in riding the Gritty Palace
from Chicago to Minneapolis, and enjoying a
gourmet dinner with cocktails and wine, please
let me know ASAP. Any seats still remaining will
be offered to the general public. My email is
scott@trainride.org.
Thank you.
Scott
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Sunday June 26th was St. Paul First Responders Day. Jackson Street Roundhouse was
buzzing with volunteer help around the museum
to help welcome our special visitors. A planned
visit by Senator Klobuchar was anticipated with a
few remarks during the event. Unfortunately her
schedule had to be changed due to other demands of her time that day. Her husband, John
Bessler attended however and presented her
prepared remarks. The letter he read is provided
on the next page. All activities such as caboose
rides, simulator, G Scalers, shop tours, blacksmith shop, and other exhibits were operating.
The Dick Mullen Trio serenaded our guest.
Thank you volunteers!

Saint Paul First Responders Day

Sunday June 26, Noon-4:00
Presented By: The MinnesotaTransportation Museum
Sunday June 26,Noon - 4:00, a free event for SPPD
and SPFD staff and their families. The Minnesota
Transportation Museum welcomes all Saint Paul Police and
Fire Department personnel and families to visit the Jackson
Street Roundhouse to say thanks for their service to our
city. Museum tours, train rides, live music, blacksmith
demonstrations.
Minnesota Transportation Museum
The Museum at Jackson Street Roundhouse, 193 Pennsylvania Ave, St. Paul, MN, 55130

History that Moved a Nation

Wayne Merchant, John Bessler, Mari Pew, Scott Hippert, Joe
Henderson at the first responders day event.
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Anderson Windows 3110 is
back up and running!
A lot of thanks go out to the volunteers that
spend time getting the switcher back in operating
condition. It will help to give the NP 105 a
chance for some needed attention and continue
our caboose rides without interruption.

Wine Train Photos
The Wine Trains were discussed earlier in this
Semaphore. Here are some photos from on
board.

Weinermobile Returns
Chateau St. Croix Winery with James, Scott, and Jim.

Oscar Mayer Weinermobile stops in to Jackson
Street Roundhouse Wednesday June 29th. It
was a great promotion that helped us boost midweek attendance to over 150. A special treat was
the operating handcar.
Vol 9 No 7 July 2022
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www.gatewaybrownscreektrail.org

Through the Gateway
Volume 30 Issue 1

Summer 2022

- Tom Acheson
Introduction
Northeast of St. Paul there is a recreation trail
that is built on an old rail bed. It runs from near
downtown St. Paul and terminates north of
Stillwater at Pine Point park. This is the Gateway
Trail. Part way up the trail, there is a branch, off
to the east, that terminates in downtown
Stillwater. That section of trail is Brown’s Creek
Trail. Collectively, this entire trail is known as the
Gateway Brown’s Creek Trail. There is a
volunteer organization, The Gateway Brown’s
Creek Trail Association, that issues a frequent
newsletter, organizes volunteer projects to
improve the trail and announces special events
to be held on the trail. The DNR owns the
property and does the heavy maintenance on the
trail. Users of the trail include bikers, runners,
walkers, dog walkers and roller bladers.
The following article appeared in a recent
GBCTA newsletter.
In 2009 my wife Mary bought a nice two-seat
bike and we used it on the Gateway the years
2009-2012. We departed from the 55th street lot
and went up to Pine Point and back. She eventually lost interest in riding so I bought an individual
bike and have used the trail every year since
2012. In recent years the rides have been 23 to
25-miles each time. And as I’m moving along,
and I’m sure I’m not alone on this, my brain
starts to wander. And three items always seem to
make their way into those brain wanderings…..
1. The rail tie remains of a platform or structure
on the east side of the trail, about 80-yards south
of Duluth Junction,
Vol 9 No 7 July 2022

2. The large elevated “hills” parallel to the trail in
several areas of the trail between Jamaca and
Pine Point
3. And lastly Lake Masterman.
Prior to digging into this, at the suggestion of the
Minnesota Transportation Museum, I acquired a
copy of the book, Rails to the North; A Minnesota
Railroad Atlas, by Richard S. Prosser, printed in
1970. It has 283 pages filled with the history of
the many railroads that once populated our state.
1862 was the start of railroads in Minnesota.
This includes Minnesota being ranked 6th of all
states in route miles (9,114) in 1920. Then in
1960 the decline in rail traffic began, with
passenger use seeing the largest decline.
Personal automobiles and air travel were main
contributors to the decline.
The Gateway portion of the trail is built on the old
rail bed that at one time was The Soo Line. The
original name of the Soo railroad was Minneapolis St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie Railroad,
according to a 1951 map that I have. A 1967
map that I have, shows this same route as the
Soo Line. With the MSRSSM being the mouthful
that it was, the name was changed to the more
easily spoken and remembered Soo Line.
If you look at a satellite map today, you can see
how the rail line went NE from Pine Point,
straightened out to go east, pass through Arcola
and cross the St. Croix River over the Arcola
Page 9

High Bridge. After that it is difficult to connect the
dots to see if it continues up to Dresser Junction.
The Brown’s Creek trail segment was the old rail
bed of the Northern Pacific, based on the same
1951 map. It came from the White Bear Lake
area and terminated in Stillwater.
The 1967 map shows that same route as the
Burlington Northern. It began in 1867 as a route
from St. Paul to Stillwater. In 1871 a section was
routed from St. Anthony to White Bear Lake
under the Mpls. & Duluth Railway, eventually
sold to the Northern Pacific. Looking a bit farther
south on the map shows the BN rail route
coming north from the St. Paul area, with a
branch routing over the north end of White Bear
Lake, looping slightly south and turning east, to
head for Stillwater, passing over Lake Masterman.
Today there is a seldom used rail line that
parallels highway 61, passing on the east side of
Bald Eagle Lake and continuing to just south of
Hugo where it terminates. This may have been a
continuation of the line, after the branching off of
the line that headed for Duluth Junction, running
from St. Paul to Wyoming, continuing later to
eventually make its way to Duluth, under the
Lake Superior & Mississippi Railroad Co.
One detail of the NP route as it approaches
Duluth Junction that is interesting is the land
bridge over a narrow stretch of land on the south
end of Lake Masterman. As you go over the
highway 96 bridge on the Gateway and look
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south west, that body of
water is Lake Masterman.
The lake is straight west of
Duluth Junction. You can’t
see the lake from DJ but it is
there. Many times, as I
passed through that area on
the bike, I thought it would
be interesting to get off the
bike and walk west, looking
for that narrow strip of land
over the lake and see if
there are any remnants of
the rail bed or even abandoned rails on that land. But
that is private property today,
so I elected not to risk it. In
the spring or in the fall after all of the leaves and
ground cover have given-up, might be the best
time to go exploring.
And those high “banks” on each side of the trail
in various locations of the trail’s route. Are they
natural? Probably not, as the ridges or banks are
too parallel to the trail or earlier railbed. My
guess is that they are formed from the earth that
was plowed or pushed to the side as the rail bed
was constructed. Some sources say that railroad
tracks cannot exceed an incline of more than a
2% grade. In a one-mile span, that is approximately a maximum rise of 106-feet. So the rail
route could not just run over existing hills or
occasional rises, those obstructions had to be
modified to accommodate the rail line. After
reading the Steven Ambrose book on the building of the first transcontinental railroad, where he
paints a detailed picture of the actual construction work involved in building a railroad, I can
imagine similar efforts being applied to our local
trackage. It had to be interesting to witness in
1870.
Think about the actual railroad route of the Gateway Trail. In some cases, it was where our trail
is. But as you make your way down the trail,
there are some abrupt ups, downs, short quick
tight turns, etc. The rail bed did not traverse
those extenuations. More likely, in some situations, the rail bed ran where the parallel horse
trail is today.
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Back to Duluth Junction and those “platform”
remnants……lots of questions…what was it?
Just an elevated passenger or freight platform?
A foundation for a switch gear assembly? Was it
enclosed or covered at one time? Who used it?
Talking with the Minnesota Transportation
Museum, I learned that at one time there was
commuter service in the area. Who were the
commuters? Prosser’s book refers to transit and
interurban lines, which, today, we might call them
commuter routes. Did they take the train from
Stillwater or White Bear and get dropped off @

Fun facts about Gateway and Brown’s Creek trails
Railroads first came to Minnesota in 1862
Minnesota was 6th of all states in route miles in 1920
The Gateway is built on the old Soo Line rail bed
The rail line went from Pine Point across the Arcola
High Bridge on its way to Dresser Junction
Brown’s Creek was built on the Northern Pacific line.

Platform remnants that once helped passengers board can
still be seen at Duluth Junction
Interested in more? Email gbctanewsletter@gmail.com and
you will be connected with Tom. Thanks Tom!
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Duluth Junction and catch a train to the Twin
Cities? Or maybe catch a train to points north
including Dresser Junction, WI and on to
Superior, WI, from the platform where they
waited? Or vice versa?
Odd that Duluth Junction is not mentioned in the
Prosser book but my own maps identify it. Worth
noting is the oldest map in the book that on page
187 is a rail line routed from St. Paul to Duluth,
which was constructed by the end of 1870,
meaning the GWT is on one of the oldest rail
beds in Minnesota. That’s only +152-years!
Looking down the road, it would be interesting to
remove all of the saplings and ground cover that
surround the platform today, replace the broken
ties, fill the elevated surface with gravel,
construct a gravel path from the Duluth Junction
kiosk and place one of those historic site plaques
next to the platform, with some historic notes and
dates about the platform.
Today’s trail users do not have the memory of
seeing the many sprawling networks of railways
in yesterday’s Minnesota. But we are the beneficiaries of access to a small remnant of a couple
abandoned rail routes. We can’t see the railroad
tracks but we can imagine them.
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Coming
Down
the
Track
7/6
7/9

7/13
7/14
7/16
7/20
7/21
7/23
7/30

8/3
8/6
8/11

8/13

8/17
8/18
8/25
8/27
8/31
9/7
9/8
9/10
9/15

1000
1100
1330
1500
1000
1100
1000
1000
1500
1100
1500
1000
1030

OSCVR: We get rave reviews!

JSR Tots ‘n Trains
OSCV Petit, 1097 40a Box Lunch
JSR Whitehurst b’day 2yo
OSCV Wine tasting 1097
JSR Fridley Rise 15 challenged adults
OSCV Church group 20 coach
OSCV Christmas in July weekend
JSR Tots ‘n Trains
JSR Day Care 35 total lunch
OSCV Wine Tasting 1097
OSCV both cars, b’day 30
OSCV A11 group 30

1330
1900
1030
1330
1500
1000
1830
1000
1500
1000

JSR Tots ‘n Trains
JSR Michel’s b’day 2yo
OSCV SPPS box lunch 47
OSCV MPLS P&R 13s coach
JSR Boy Scout Mtg Warren P
JSR Blessing b’day
JSR Lopez b’day
OSCV Wine Tasting 1097
JSR Tots ‘n Trains
JSR MTM Board Meeting, Training Room
JSR Primrose Cot Grv 15k, 2a
OSCV Wine Tasting 1097
JSR $5 Special on the 5th

1000
1900
1100
1500
1100
1830

JSR Tots ‘n Trains
JSR Boy Scout Mtg Warren P
OSCV Pkvw UCC 1097 Pizza 40a
OSCV Wine Tasting 1097
OSCV MLT box lunch 56
JSR MTM Board Meeting, Training Room
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MTM Board and Committee Assignments
Wayne Merchant, Chair
Kurt Mayre, Vice-Chair
Bob Puelston, Secretary
Deb Wood, Treasurer
Mari Pew, At Large
Gordon Barr
Scott Johnson
Morten Jorgensen
Lane Littrell
Barb Loida
Martin Masters
Todd McGonagle
Larry Paulson
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John Radimecky
Garry Yazell
The following are the 2022 committee chair
assignments:
Museum membership and volunteer development
– Wayne Merchant
Equipment Maintenance – Kurt Mahre
Education & Training – Bob Puelston
Finance - Deb Wood
Buildings and Grounds – Gary Yazell
Collections and Restorations – Todd McGonagle
Volunteer Coordinator - Mari Pew
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July
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

3

4

5

6

1000 Jackson
1000
JacksonStreet
Street
Roundhouse Open
Roundhouse
Open

7

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

1000 Tot’s & Trains

11

12

13

14

15

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

17

18

19

20

21

22

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

1100 OSCVR First Run
Osceola - Marine

1830 MTM Board Mtg

1000 Tot’s & Trains

24/31

25

26

9

8

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

10

2

27

28

29

16
1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open
1100 OSCVR First Run
Osceola - Marine

23

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open
1100 OSCVR First Run
Osceola - Marine

30

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

1100 OSCVR First Run
Osceola - Marine

August
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

Wednesday

2

Thursday

3

Friday

4

Saturday

5

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

7
1100 OSCVR First Run
Osceola - Marine

14

1100 OSCVR First Run
Osceola - Marine

21

1100 OSCVR First Run
Osceola - Marine

28

1100 OSCVR First Run
Osceola - Marine
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8

15

9

16

1000 Tot’s & Trains

10

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

17

11

18

12

19

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

22

23

1000 Tot’s & Trains

24

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

29

30

31

1830 MTM Board Mtg

25

26

6
1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open
1100 OSCVR First Run
Osceola - Marine

13

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open
1100 OSCVR First Run
Osceola - Marine

20

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open
1100 OSCVR First Run
Osceola - Marine

27

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open
1100 OSCVR First Run
Osceola - Marine

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open
$5 5th Wed
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