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Optimistic About MTM Future
Dear MTM Friends,
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Warren Plaisance
warren@trainride.org
Osceola & St Croix Valley Railway
is a division of Minnesota
Transportation Museum.

Visiting information
Wednesday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Admission $7 to $11.
Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Admission $9 to $15
Saturday activities feature 20 minute train
rides which is included in the admission
fee.

On the cover: These photos are
from the Osceola Historical Society.
Barb Sheldon had a stack of prints to
scan. I thought the Osceola depot
and the bridge location might look
familiar.
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Please accept my gratitude for welcoming me back
as your interim executive director. I am optimistic
about the future of MTM, knowing there are so many
tremendous opportunities ahead. I am also
delighted to be working side by side with my MTM
colleague, Dave Hartje, who is your new interim Director of Operations.
As two former executive directors with different but complementary
skills, I believe we will work together effectively and collegially to
advance MTM’s mission. That can be accomplished best with your
support, involvement, ideas and enthusiasm.
I look forward to renewing friendships, keeping the doors open for
anyone and everyone that wants to positively work together in
partnership, and working with each to make certain that MTM is both
a steady ship and a train that keeps moving forward down the tracks.
All aboard and onward!
Best wishes,
Scott Hippert

Greetings Fellow MTM Members,
It is a magnificent pleasure to announce that last night the board
approved the hiring of Dave Hartjie as the Director of Operations
starting 2/18/22 and Scott Hippert as Executive Director starting
3/1/2022. These two gentlemen are the first part of our great leadership team at the Minnesota Transportation Museum. Both Scott and
Dave bring years of experience and bring a vast knowledge with them.
The next step is the annual members meeting on March 17th when
we elect eleven members to the board of directors. Please make sure
you have your voting hours current.
It is an exciting time at MTM, while the most difficult tasks are behind
us, we have a lot of work ahead of us. With leadership reestablished,
new board members elected, new legal counsel, new IT support, and
most of all, the dedicated group of volunteers, MTM is on its way to a
great future!
Join the festivities at the first annual “Get Reacquainted with MTM
event.” On Saturday March 5th., from 5-8 PM, at the Jackson Street
Roundhouse to meet board of director candidates and current board
members. We will be serving appetizers and non-alcoholic beverages.
Thank you for your patience and support.
Wayne Merchant, Chairperson
Volunteer Coordinator
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Saturday Team Meetings
Maintain Priorities and
Progress

for work included:
• Electrical work on 325. The heater blower is not
working.
• Wiring up general ben.
• Looking for leads to hire a mechanic at
Osceola. This is a weekend job 30 hrs a week.
Air conditioning repair, light mechanical, learn to
weld, fix whatever needs to be fixed. Paid
position willing to clean, fix, stock, etc.
• Larry Paulson looking for help today, sanding
Rock Island 2604.
Dave Hartje said he’s glad to be back.
Breakroom needs to be cleaned out and painted.
Mentions that it’s been a while since its been
cleaned up.
Lots of work once the grant comes in for the roof
rebuilding. Looking for a lot of help with staging,
window work and other related chores.

Volunteers gather on February 12th to form teams to
work on shop priorities.

Maintenance and restorations are in full throttle
at the Jackson Street Roundhouse on
Saturdays. Beginning a few weeks ago,
volunteers attend a meeting in the museum
every Saturday at 9:30. Work priorities for the
day are shared, and teams are formed to head
into the shop to accomplish those projects that
are on the current list of strategic priorities.
"By working in teams, we both get more
accomplished and build friendships," said Kurt
Mahre, vice-chair and equipment committee chair.

Great Doughnuts too!

Volunteers with many skills are needed and welcomed. If you have a passion for vintage rail
equipment, or some of our “rubber tire vehicles,”
please come join the 9:30 meeting, every Saturday in the museum.
Saturday February 26, the projects highlighted
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Michael Quackenboss sanding away last Saturday on Rock
Island 2608.
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Osceola and MTM Location for
History Channel Series
The Committee Films production
we filmed partially in Dresser is
called I WAS THERE. The show
premiered on Sunday, February
20th on The History Channel with
an episode about The Hindenburg Disaster. Another episode about The Johnstown Flood aired on Monday, February 21st.
The interior of the Dresser Train Depot was
shown in each of these episodes!
We're not quite sure when the main Dresser
episode about the Jesse James train robbery will
air.
New episodes will air each week on Mondays at
9pm CT.
Please check your local listings and the History
Channel website for updates on the episodes.
https://www.history.com/shows/i-was-there You
can also watch the first 2 episodes on the website, and they will be re-aired on the History
Channel.
We're very grateful for all your help with this project, and we couldn't have done it without all of
you!
Follow us on social media for more updates and
please feel free to share, retweet and repost. Tag
@committeefilms and @HistoryChannel and use
the hashtag #IWasThere.
Please forward this info to anyone who I may
have missed on this email, or whoever you think
might be interested.
Thanks again!
Todd-Todd Sinkewich
Location Scout / Manager MN film locations
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Description of the series from the
History Channel:
The HISTORY® Channel’s new, twelve-part nonfiction series “I Was There” is executive produced by
ABC’s “Good Morning America” and “This Week” anchor George Stephanopoulos and hosted by Theo
E.J. Wilson, the grandson of a Tuskegee Airman.
Premiering across two nights on Sunday, February
20 and Monday, February 21 at 10:30PM ET/PT, the
series offers an immersive trip back in time, placing
Wilson at the center of some of history’s biggest
events, to deconstruct how they truly unfolded. It features surprising perspectives on how a map, a dance,
and fateful timing were factors in the assassination of
President Abraham Lincoln and how cost-cutting,
weather, and a spark created one of history’s worst
aircraft catastrophes – the Hindenburg disaster. Each
episode highlights a different moment in history. Inspired by his passion for history, Wilson is a fly on the
wall as he breaks down the barrier between the audience and the action to revisit a series of critical historical events, disasters, triumphs and true stories to
learn unexpected facts in an engaging, fast-moving,
and often unpredictable way. The half-hour series will
regularly air on Mondays at 10PM ET/PT beginning
February 28.
Through original archival material, expert testimony
and dramatic re-creations using CGI technology to
place Wilson in the scene, each episode challenges
ideas of what really happened during some of the
most pivotal moments in history. This season explores Abraham Lincoln’s assassination; the Hindenburg disaster; the Salem witch trials; the death of
Jesse James; the Oklahoma City bombing; the battle
of Stalingrad; H.H. Holmes’ murder spree during the
1893 Chicago World’s Fair; the Chernobyl accident;
the 1965 Bloody Sunday march from Selma to Montgomery; the 1986 space shuttle Challenger disaster;
the 1889 catastrophic Johnstown flood in eastern
Pennsylvania and the St. Valentine’s Day massacre.
Expert interviews include Emmy Award-winning journalist and “Nightline” co-anchor Byron Pitts, “The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert
Ford” author Ron Hansen, the FBI’s Chief Explosives
Specialist Kirk Yeager, former NASA astronaut Winston Scott, Hood College’s Director of African American Studies and Associate Professor of American
History Dr. Terry Anne Scott, founding director of the
Racial Justice Initiative and Distinguished University
Chair and Professor of History at the University of St.
Thomas Dr. Yohuru Williams and more.
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Drover’s Coach and
the Pullman Project

Todd McGonagle wrote: I did some final scraping
of old paint off the windows and got things ready
for the exhibit to be installed. The GNX757 looks
a lot better than it did! I want to be clear here
though, this is not a restoration! My work here
was simply to make the car presentable as a
background for the exhibit. When I start on the
other side I will disassemble each window entirely, repair, scrape, sand, paint, varnish the
sashes and louvered shades. I'll replace the sills
and restore the side and roof of the car to it's
wooden era splendor. So even though this looks
better, it is not a correct historical "restoration".
John Van Arsdale: We are writing up the text for
the graphic displays and gathering items for the
exhibit. Signage is going up and tested for
lighting appearance.
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Brakeman Class

Love and Shamrocks at
Jackson Street

On a January morning Ward Gilkerson explains
brakeman rules to eager students in our recently
finished training room. Thank you to all that
made this room possible, the instructors that invest their time in the new students and to the
students for taking the first step to volunteering
at MTM!

Special occasions always seem to bring crowds to
the Minnesota Transportation Museum. On February
12th, out Great Northern 1097 became The Love
Train. Decorated for Valentines Day, we served up
hot cocoa, cookies and Hershey’s kisses. Museum
attendance reached 155 people for the event, compared with just over 30 visitors the previous Saturday.
MTM’s next special train will travel through the rail
yard on March 19th. The Shamrock Train will be
decked out in green, and we will be serving up green
Kool Aid, cookies and green mints. Volunteers are
needed to ride the train and be host to our passengers.

Andrew Tighe entertains passengers
on the Love Train.
Vol 9 No 3 March 2022
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The Semaphore hard copy by mail
Wayne Merchant expressed the desire to make
the Semaphore newsletter available by request to
it’s members by mail. Some members have mentioned the difficulty of receiving the digital version
which has been our practice for the last nine
years.

If you know a member that we can serve better
through paper editions, you can sent a request to
the Editor.

It has always been sent as an attachment
through Constant Contact since we launched the
Semaphore back in 2015. This has saved thousands of dollars in printing and postage costs.

Minnesota Transportation Museum

Send an email to: warren@trainride.org
Regular mail to:
193 Pennsylvania Ave E
St. Paul, MN 55130-4319

2022 O&SCV Ry OPERATIONS CALENDAR DRAFT SCHEDULE
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ATTENTION:
ALL MTM Members!
I am seeking members that want to get involved
the core of MTM. The Museum, Membership and
Volunteer development Committee!
The MMVDC (Roman Numeral for 2595 if you
were wondering) is the group that is going to be
the heart of MTM planning, coordinating, and
executing events at MTM. I am also looking for
someone to help with recruiting new volunteers.
This group will need creative, energetic, and
resourceful people that are willing to roll up their
sleeves and be part of MTM’s success!

Get Reacquainted with MTM
Join the festivities at the first annual
“Get Reacquainted with MTM event.”
On Saturday March 5th., from 5-8 PM,
at the Jackson Street Roundhouse to meet the
new slate of board of director candidates and
current board members.
We will be serving appetizers and
non-alcoholic beverages.
Thank you for your patience and support.

Bring your ideas, share your thoughts, and get
involved!
It is time to get off the bench and get in the game!
Pizza and pop will be provided!
Come to JSR on Tuesday March 1st at
6:30 PM or attend by zoom!
Please RSVP for in person and on
zoom to my email or call me.
Thank you!
Wayne Merchant, Chairperson
Volunteer Coordinator
Minnesota Transportation Museum
612-799-9494
waynem@trainride.org
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March
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

Thursday

2

Friday

3

Saturday

4

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open
1700 -2000
Get Street
Reacquainted
1000
Jackson
Meeting
Roundhouse
Open

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open
1000 Tot’s & Trains

6

7

8

9

10

11

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

13

14

15

16

17

18

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

20

21

22

23

24

25

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

27

28

29

12
1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

19

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

1830
Annual
Meeting
1830MTM
MTM
Board
Mtg

1000 Tot’s & Trains

5

26
1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

30

31

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

April
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

3

4

5

7

6

8

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

10

17

11

18

12

19

1000 Tot’s & Trains

13

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

20

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

14

21

15

22

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

Easter

24

25

26

1000 Tot’s & Trains

27

9

1830 MTM Board Mtg

28

29

16
1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

23

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open

30

1000 Jackson Street
Roundhouse Open
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MTM Board of Directors 2022 Nominee Statements
Gordon Barr
Please submit a summary statement, of up to 350 words, for the election ballot,
describing why you would be interested in serving on the MTM Board of Directors:

Dennis Danich
Please submit a summary statement, of up to 350 words, for the election ballot,
describing why you would be interested in serving on the MTM Board of Directors:

Timothy Grube

Vol 9 No 3 March 2022
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Grube Continued

Dennis Hale

Ronald
Scott Heiderich
Scott
Heiderich
Please submit a summary statement, of up to 350 words, for the election ballot,
describing why you would be interested in serving on the MTM Board of Directors:
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Heiderich Continued

Morten Jorgensen
Please submit a summary statement, of up to 350 words, for the election ballot,
describing why you would be interested in serving on the MTM Board of Directors:

Barb Loida

Please submit a summary statement, of up to 350 words, for the election ballot,
describing why you would be interested in serving on the MTM Board of Directors:

Martin Masters

Please submit a summary statement, of up to 350 words, for the election ballot,
describing why you would be interested in serving on the MTM Board of Directors:
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Masters Continued

Todd M. McGonagle
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Larry Nevin

Please submit a summary statement, of up to 350 words, for the election ballot,
describing why you would be interested in serving on the MTM Board of Directors:

Margo Osadchuk
Please submit a summary statement, of up to 350 words, for the election ballot,
describing why you would be interested in serving on the MTM Board of Directors:

Larry Paulson
Please submit a summary statement, of up to 350 words, for the election ballot,
describing why you would be interested in serving on the MTM Board of Directors:
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Marion Pew
Please submit a summary statement, of up to 350 words, for the election ballot,
describing why you would be interested in serving on the MTM Board of Directors:

Bob Puelston
Please submit a summary statement, of up to 350 words, for the election ballot,
describing why you would be interested in serving on the MTM Board of Directors:

John Radimecky
Please submit a summary statement, of up to 350 words, for the election ballot,
describing why you would be interested in serving on the MTM Board of Directors:
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Deb Wood
Please submit a summary statement, of up to 350 words, for the election ballot,
describing why you would be interested in serving on the MTM Board of Directors:

Gary Yazell
Please submit a summary statement, of up to 350 words, for the election ballot,
describing why you would be interested in serving on the MTM Board of Directors:
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