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The public is invited to visit
Palm Bay Ford to experience
products in-person and with a
test drive

Fusion delivers its best-ever
sales month and quarter ever,
with March sales passing 30,000
and quarterly sales passing the
80,000 mark for the first time in
its history

Escape posts its best-ever sales
month and quarterly sales

Explorer sales up 33 percent –
best monthly sales since the
current model debuted in 2010

America’s best-selling pickup for
36 years, F-Series posts 16 per-
cent increase as full-size pickup
segmentation continues to im-
prove versus year ago – best first
quarter sales since 2007

PALMBAY FLORIDA/APRIL 2013 –
Ford’s newest vehicles – Fusion
and Escape – set all-time monthly
sales records in March, driving
Ford Motor Company’s best U.S.
sales results since May 2007.

“Customers are buying our all-
new Fusion and Escape in record
numbers, and we are working
harder than ever to keep pace
with demand for these fuel-
efficient vehicles,” said Eric
Frechette, General Manager
at Palm Bay Ford. “Explorer
and full-size pickup demand
continues gaining momentum
as well showing our customers
enthusiasm for these fantastic
products.”

Palm Bay Ford located at 1202
Malabar Road and Palm Bay is
open 7 days a week for test
drives of all Ford products. The

public is encouraged to come by
anytime and speak with the deal-
ership’s sales staff.

Ford Fusion posted an all-time
record monthly and quarterly
sales volume in March with
30,284 vehicles sold for the
month and 80,558 during the
first quarter – crossing the
30,000 monthly and 80,000
quarterly vehicle sale thresholds
for the first time ever in Fusion
sales history.

Escape had its best sales month
ever with 28,934 vehicles sold.
This 28 percent increase versus
year-ago results marks the best
sales performance since Es-
cape’s launch 13 years ago.
Escape also posted record quar-
ter sales of 72,983 vehicles,
surpassing record third quarter
2012 sales of 72,908 vehicles.

Explorer’s March sales totaled
17,509, representing a 33 per-
cent increase over last year and
its best monthly sales perform-
ance since the current model
was introduced in 2010. Explorer
retail sales were up 42 percent
over last year, providing it best
March retail sales performance
since 2005.

With the industry’s March full-
size pickup segment estimated
to be up 15 percent over last
year, America’s best-selling
pickup, the Ford F-Series sales
increased 16 percent to 67,513
pickups in March. This was
F-Series’ 20th straight month of
monthly sales increases and rep-
resented F-Series’ best March
and first quarter sales perform-
ance since 2007.

Customer Demand Soars for
Ford Fusion and Escape

888-262-3923 • www.PalmBayFord.com
FT-0000472298

Recreation

As you get closer to the hole,
your focusneeds to increasebe-
cause the ground now comes
into play.

If you are not paying atten-
tion to what the ball needs to do
once it hits turf, then you are al-
lowing luck to dictate the action
for most of your scoring shots.
Learn from all the shots you hit
on the course.

Watch your missed shots in-
stead of turning away in dis-
gust. See how the ball reacts
around the green and what the
undulations cause the ball to do.

This knowledge can only be
gainedthroughyoureyes,and if
you’re not watching until the
ball stops, you have just missed
an opportunity to learn some-
thing that you will never get
back.

If you have a hard time play-
ing as much as you want, make
sure you take advantage of ev-
ery opportunity.

If you play as much as you
want and don’t pay attention,
good luck!

There is much
to learn from
the bad shots

Jeff Evans is Mallards Landing’s pro. Contact
him at 321-243-0943 or at jevans@pga.com.

BOSTONMARATHON RELIEF
RUN
»What: 26.2, 13.1, 2.62 miles
»Where: Front Street Park,
Melbourne
»When: 7 a.m. today
» Information: 570-419-4672
» Race fee: Free
» Benefit: Red Cross Disaster

Relief Funds

RUNNERS FOR BOSTON RUN
»Where: Running Zone on
North Wickham Road
»When: 6:30 p.m. Monday
» Information: 321-751-8890
» Race fee: Free
» Special instructions: Partici-
pants can wear Boston Marathon
gear, or the iconic blue and yellow

colors from the marathon

3RD ANNUAL
WAR EAGLE 5K
»What: 5K
»Where: Astronaut High
»When: 6:30 p.m. Friday
» Information: 321-264-3000
» Register: runningzone.com
» Race fee: $20 for students, $25
for adults

» Benefit: Astro. High athletics

LAW ENFORCEMENT
TORCH RUN
»What: 2 miles
»Where: Rockledge Publix, 1880
US 1
»When: Noon, Friday
» Information: 690-3988, ext 3197
» Race fee: Free
» Benefit: Special Olympics

UPCOMING RACES

Some have compared it to
wake-boarding on steroids or an
adrenaline rush where they
were “high on hovering.”

But according to Jay Figart,
allwhohaveexperienced theex-
tremewatersportof“Fly-Board-
ing” at his Merritt Island loca-
tion leave smiling and can’t wait
to tell their friends about it.

“It’s the most fun toy on the
water,” said Figart, owner and
flight instructor of Jump Right
In, LLC.

The extreme water sport, al-
lowing riders to soar up to 20
feetwhile skimming overwater,
works on a water jetted-propul-
sion system that is powered by a
personal water craft. An elec-
tronic management kit con-
trolled by the PWC operator al-
lows the driver to control the
speed and elevation of the rider,
while the rider controls the di-
rection of the “fly-board.”

A hose, which is attached
with a cast iron fitting and con-
nectedtothePWC,raisesthefly-
board up when water is chan-
neled through it.

“It is like wearing a pair of
high-powered jet boots,” Figart
said.

Trained in both CPR and Safe

Boating Water Safety classes,
Figart has logged more than 20
hours as a certified fly-board in-
structor. He teaches the sport to
thosewhomeet the followingre-
quirements: 18 years old and
able to swim.

“After about 5 to 10 minutes
of instruction and a few times of
trial and error, most riders are
up and soaring,” he said.

TalinCottle ofMerritt Island,
who seemed to get the hang of it
very quickly, explained she felt
the key to riding the fly-board
was to stand tall and remain bal-
anced.

“I thought it was awesome
andrelativelyeasytodo. Itwasa
unique experience to ride so
high above the water,” Cottle
said.

A water sports enthusiast
since he was a child, Figart said
he purchased the equipment a
few days after seeing a demo of
theproduct last year.His invest-
ment for the equipment was al-
most $10,000, not including the
personal watercraft, but so far
he thinks it has been worth it.

“It has been a great invest-
ment for me and I love being
able to offer folks an opportuni-
ty to experience this newwater-
sport,” he said. “Tourists and lo-
cals alike who have taken the
“flights” have told me it’s like
nothing they have ever done be-
fore.”

Invented by French water
sports enthusiast and Jet Ski
racer Franky Zapata, fly-board-
ingwas introduced in theU.S. at

severalLasVegasmarine shows
in2011.Since then, ithasbecome
apopularwatersportsattraction
inmanyresort areas throughout
the U.S.

Jump Right In Fly-Boarding
isat theIslandWaterCraftRent-
als location at1872 E.Merritt Is-

land Causeway.
Half-hour sessions start at

$89 per person or $169 for cou-
ples. All flights include instruc-
tion and safety equipment. For
more information visit,
www.Jumprightin.biz or call
(321) 458-092

‘Fly-boarding’ like walking on water
Extreme watersport
allows riders to soar
up to 20 feet in the air
By Sue DeWerff
For FLORIDA TODAY

Talin Cottle of Merritt Island experiences Merritt Island’s extreme
watersport attraction, Jump Right In Fly-Boarding.” FOR FLORIDA TODAY


