FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 23, 2021

31 new cases, 16,524 recoveries, and no recent deaths related to COVID-19
as Navajo Nation prepares to transition to “Yellow Status” on Monday

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. – On Friday, the Navajo Department of Health, in coordination with the
Navajo Epidemiology Center and the Navajo Area Indian Health Service, reported 31 new COVID19 positive cases for the Navajo Nation and no recent deaths. The total number of deaths remains
1,263 as previously reported. Reports indicate that 16,524 individuals have recovered from
COVID-19, and 262,574 COVID-19 tests have been administered. The total number of positive
COVID-19 cases is now 30,435.
Navajo Nation COVID-19 positive cases by Service Unit:
•
•

Chinle Service Unit: 5,573
Crownpoint Service Unit: 2,934

• Ft. Defiance Service Unit: 3,622
• Gallup Service Unit: 4,823
• Kayenta Service Unit: 2,697
• Shiprock Service Unit: 5,104
• Tuba City Service Unit: 3,688
• Winslow Service Unit: 1,975
* 19 residences with COVID-19 positive cases are not specific enough to place them
accurately in a Service Unit.
On Friday, the state of Arizona reported 896 new cases, Utah reported 344, and New Mexico
reported 245 new cases. On Monday, April 26, the Navajo Nation will transition to “Yellow Status”
in accordance with Public Health Emergency Order No. 2021-009 issued by the Navajo
Department of Health. Provisions under “Yellow Status” include the following:
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

Restaurants may provide indoor dining at 25% of maximum occupancy
Marinas and parks are allowed to open at 25% of maximum occupancy to Navajo Nation
residents, citizens and employees only
Tour businesses must follow the HCOC Reopening Guidelines for Tour Businesses.
Museums are allowed to open at 25% of maximum occupancy
50% of maximum occupancy allowed for most businesses
Restaurants and Dining facilities: drive-thru and curb-side permissible
Restaurants with permanent outdoor dining may provide outdoor dining at 50% of
maximum occupancy, as long as social distancing between tables is enforced
Restaurants without permanent outdoor dining are allowed up to 10 outdoor tables (max
4 persons per table), as long as social distancing between tables is enforced
Personal Care and Services: service by appointment only and allow time for cleaning
between appointments
Casinos and video poker: Navajo casinos are allowed to open at 50% of maximum
occupancy to Navajo Nation residents, citizens and employees only

“We continue to take cautious steps to gradually reopen. We transitioned to “Orange Status”
several weeks ago and the number of COVID-19 infections has remained relatively low and we
recently had 10 consecutive days with zero deaths reported. Vaccinations are another key part in
achieving herd immunity, so that’s still a goal for our Nation. Currently, over half of the adult
population on the Navajo Nation is fully vaccinated, but we want to see that percentage increase
to 70 or 80 percent before considering reopening to visitors of the Navajo Nation. We have to
keep taking all precautions and keep pushing back on the virus by staying home as much as
possible, avoiding large in-person gatherings, wearing a mask, practicing social distancing, and
washing your hands often,” said Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez.
The Navajo Department of Health continues to evaluate daily cases and other data to assess the
reopening of flea markets, roadside markets, and youth programs. Under “Yellow Status,” gyms,
recreation facilities, and movie theaters are not allowed to reopen.

“Herd immunity is the goal at his point and our health care workers are leading the charge in that
effort. The vaccines have shown to be effective in pushing back on the virus, but please
remember that after you are vaccinated, our health care experts urge everyone to continue taking
all precautions. Please be safe and keep praying for our Nation,” said Vice President Myron Lizer.
Under a separate order, Public Health Emergency Order No. 2021-010, the Navajo Department of
Health allows gatherings, including traditional ceremonies, of 15 or fewer people with face masks
and social distancing required. Churches are allowed gatherings provided that 50% or less of
maximum occupancy be allowed in any enclosed space with masks and social distancing enforced.
Drive-thru gatherings of up to 50 vehicles are permitted during non-curfew hours while requiring
individuals to remain in their vehicles, to wear masks, and do not have person-to-person contact
between individuals in separate vehicles. The order also revises the daily curfew to 11:00 p.m. to
5:00 a.m. (MDT) for the entire Navajo Nation.
For more information, including helpful prevention tips, and resources to help stop the spread of
COVID-19, visit the Navajo Department of Health's COVID-19 website: http://www.ndoh.navajonsn.gov/COVID-19. For COVID-19 related questions and information, call (928) 871-7014.
###
For the latest news from the Office of the President and Vice President,
please visit http://www.opvp.navajo-nsn.gov/ or find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER
NAVAJO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
NAVAJO OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH & PROTECTION PROGRAM
April 22, 2021
Public Health Emergency Order No. 2021-009
Public Health Emergency Order Declaring “Yellow Status” for Businesses
I.

Paragraphs I – IX from Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-004 are incorporated
herein, addressing the various Navajo Nation (Nation) authorities related to the current
COVID-19 Public Health Emergency as well as escalating incidents and community spread
of COVID-19 on the Nation.

II.

In response to COVID-19, the Navajo Nation has established the “Navajo Nation
Reopening Plan,” to declare the Nation’s “status” according thereto, and to guide
businesses in proper compliance with the plan. All provisions of this Order are to be
interpreted to effectuate this intent. Failure to comply with any provision of this Order
constitutes an imminent threat and menace to public health.

III.

The Navajo Nation is experiencing a plateau of low cases, with a slowed infection rate and
no sustained rebound. The Nation remains vigilant as neighboring states are reducing
restrictions rapidly and new COVID variants are present and being monitored in states
surrounding the Navajo Nation. As coronavirus vaccines are being made available on the
Navajo Nation, all preventative precautions should continue to be adhered to after
receiving the vaccine. The Navajo Nation recently documented cases of COVID-19 UK
variant (B.1.1.7) and California variant (B.1.429) within the Navajo Nation. According to
the CDC, these variants seem to spread more easily and quickly.

IV.

Pursuant to Navajo Nation Resolution No. CMA-16-20, the Nation’s roads remain closed
to Visitors for the duration of the declared public health emergency, and Visitors are
advised to refrain from traveling to the Navajo Nation. Tribal parks will not be accessible
to Visitors and Tourists during this time. Visitors and Tourists will be informed when the
Navajo Nation can safely welcome Visitors back to the Nation.

THEREFORE, NOTICE IS GIVEN that pursuant to the power and authority set forth in the NDOH
enabling legislation (NNC Resolution No. CO-50-14) and in conjunction with the Navajo Nation
Public Health State of Emergency Declaration (CEM Resolution No. 20-03-11):
A. The Navajo Nation Reopening Plan is declared binding on all businesses on the Navajo
Nation. Available at https://www.navajoreopening.navajo-nsn.gov/ .
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B. Per the Plan’s “reopening status schedule,” the Navajo Health Command and Operations
Center (“NHCOC”), having evaluated the current state of the Navajo Nation per the gating
criteria and public health considerations provided in the Plan, declares the Nation to be
in Yellow status. All businesses shall be bound to the conditions and requirements of
Yellow status. The NHCOC will announce any future status changes by Public Health
Emergency Order.
C. Yellow status is defined as: 50% of maximum occupancy allowed for most businesses.
Restaurants and Dining facilities: drive-thru and curb-side permissible. Restaurants with
permanent outdoor dining may provide outdoor dining at 50% of maximum occupancy,
as long as social distancing between tables is enforced; Restaurants without permanent
outdoor dining are allowed up to 10 outdoor tables (max 4 persons per table), as long as
social distancing between tables is enforced; Personal Care and Services: service by
appointment only and allow time for cleaning between appointments. Casinos and video
poker: Navajo casinos are allowed to open at 50% of maximum occupancy to Navajo
Nation residents, citizens and employees only (no visitors and tourists).
D. Restaurants may provide indoor dining at 25% of maximum occupancy. Marinas and parks
are allowed to open at 25% of maximum occupancy to Navajo Nation residents, citizens
and employees only (no visitors and tourists). Tour businesses must follow the HCOC
Reopening Guidelines for Tour Businesses. Museums are allowed to open at 25% of
maximum occupancy.
E. Currently Not Allowed in the Yellow Phase: flea markets, roadside markets, and youth
programs. The HCOC is the evaluating reopening flea markets, roadside markets, and
youth programs. Further guidance will be issued in the future to reopen.
F. Not Allowed in Yellow Phase: gyms, recreation facilities, movie theaters.
G. All businesses will be required to submit a COVID-19 Reopening Plan to the Navajo Nation
Division of Economic Development before reopening in Yellow Status. Reopening plans
can be emailed to: navajoeconomy@navajo-nsn.gov
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that this Order shall not abrogate any disease-reporting requirements
(consistent with HIPAA privacy standards).
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that this Order shall take effect Monday, April 26, 2021 at 5:00 A.M.
MDT, and shall remain in effect until amended or rescinded by the Health Command Center.
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PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER
NAVAJO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
NAVAJO OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH & PROTECTION PROGRAM
April 22, 2021
Public Health Emergency Order No. 2021-010
Revising Daily Curfews and Expanding Gatherings
I.

Paragraphs I – IX from Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-004 are included with
this Public Health Order, addressing the various Navajo Nation (Nation) authorities
related to the current COVID-19 Public Health Emergency.

II.

The intent and purpose of this Public Health Emergency Order No. 2021-010 is to revise
curfew hours and update gathering limits. The requirements of this Order may be
extended or changed in a future order. These measures are intended to further ensure
an effective response to the COVID-19 pandemic by restricting movement of individuals
on the Nation to limit contact to prevent the spread of the virus and minimize the strain
on medical response capabilities. All provisions of this Order are to be interpreted to
effectuate this intent. Failure to comply with any provision of this Order constitutes an
imminent threat and menace to public health.

III.

Wearing a mask in public is mandatory (Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-007,
April 17, 2020). The Nation is currently in a Shelter in Place (Public Health Emergency
Order No. 2021-008, April 09, 2021).

IV.

Daily curfew hours remain from 11:00 P.M. MDT to 5:00 A.M. MDT.

V.

The Navajo Nation remains vigilant as neighboring states are reducing restrictions rapidly
and new COVID variants are present and being monitored in states surrounding the
Navajo Nation. The Navajo Nation recently documented cases of COVID-19 UK variant
(B.1.1.7) and California variant (B.1.429) within the Navajo Nation. According to the CDC,
these variants seem to spread more easily and quickly. There are reported increases in
COVID-19 UK variant cases in Utah and Colorado. An increase in the number of cases will
put more strain on health care resources. As coronavirus vaccines are being made
available on the Navajo Nation, all preventative precautions should continue to be
adhered to after receiving the vaccine.

VI.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Limiting face-to-face
contact with others is the best way to reduce the spread of coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19)” and "the more closely you interact with others and the longer that
interaction, the higher the risk of COVID-19 spread.”
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THEREFORE, NOTICE IS GIVEN that, pursuant to the power and authority set forth in the NDOH
enabling legislation (NNC Resolution No. CO-50-14), and in conjunction with the Navajo Nation
Public Health State of Emergency Declaration (CEM Resolution No. 20-03-11):
A. Gatherings of 15 or fewer people are permitted. All unvaccinated or vaccinated people
shall wear a mask and continue safety precautions while gathering.
B. Traditional ceremonies of 15 or fewer people are permitted with the following guidance:
Recommend remote prayers and ceremonies; avoid attending if you are sick or were
exposed to COVID-19 within the previous 2 weeks; use a shade house or hogan/home
with windows and doors open; avoid sharing objects, items and food (tobacco/smoking
pipes, drinking cups, utensils, food, towels, clothing, water, pans, cups); bring individual
drinking water in closed containers; prepare your own supply of medicine/herbs/pollen
and avoid sharing; no buffet or family style meals; food may be served in prepackaged
containers; use disposable eating/serving utensils on to-go foods and eating outside is
recommended; eating inside is recommended for Medicine man, Road man and patients
only; ventilate or “air out” for at least 24 hours before re-use (sweat lodge); remove and
hang any fabric/floor coverings in direct sunlight for several hours; clean and disinfect all
objects used; wash your hands after, or use a hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol;
everyone wears a mask.
C. Churches and other houses of worship may be open in conjunction with additional Navajo
Health Command Operations Center guidelines, provided: that 50% or less of maximum
occupancy be allowed in any enclosed space; that six-foot social distancing is practiced;
masks are required; facility cleaning and disinfecting is practiced; do not attend if you are
sick or were exposed to COVID-19 within the previous 2 weeks; no buffet or family style
meals; avoid sharing food, containers and utensils; food may be served in prepackage
containers; use disposable eating/serving utensils on to-go foods and eating outside is
recommended.
D. Limited “Drive-in” gatherings up to 50 vehicles are permitted if the organizers and
participants adhere to the requirements herein. Such gatherings include parking lot
gatherings for internet access, religious services, funeral services, graduations (additional
guidance is forthcoming), and similar events. “Drive-in” gatherings can be conducted
during non-curfew hours, consistent with the current Public Health Emergency Orders (as
long as those Orders are in effect), where event organizers ensure the following
requirements are in place:
1. Outdoor “drive-in” gatherings only where people from the same vehicle remain in
their vehicles.
2. Vehicles are parked at least six (6) feet from other vehicles, in all four directions.
3. Organizers and participants wear masks.
4. Gathering is conducted in a no-contact manner and maintaining social distancing
standards.
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E. Daily Curfew Hours: A daily 11:00 P.M MDT to 5:00 A.M. MDT curfew applies to all
individuals across the Nation.
1. The daily curfew does not apply to Essential Employees reporting to or from duty,
or to employees reporting to an off-reservation worksite. Such employees must
carry official identification or a letter of designation from their essential business
employer, off-reservation employer, or essential government activity employer on
official letterhead, naming a point of contact with contact information for
verification.
F. All Businesses must comply with the requirements of Public Health Emergency Order No.
2021-009 Declaring “Yellow Status” for Businesses (April 22, 2021).
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that this Order shall not abrogate any disease-reporting requirements
(consistent with HIPAA privacy standards).
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that it is greatly advised that the public take the following preventive
precautions:
1. Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
2. Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after
blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing, or having been in a public place. If soap and water are
not available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.
3. To the extent possible, avoid touching high-touch surfaces in public places – elevator
buttons, door handles, handrails, handshaking with people, etc. Use a tissue or your sleeve to
cover your hands or finger if you must touch something.
4. Wear a mask and avoid touching your face, nose, eyes, etc.
5. Clean and disinfect your home to remove germs: practice routine cleaning of frequently
touched surfaces (for example: tables, doorknobs, light switches, handles, desks, toilets, faucets,
sinks, and cell phones).
6. Refrain from gathering with individuals outside your household who are not yet
vaccinated.
7. Limit unnecessary travel.
8. Get an influenza (flu) vaccination as soon as possible and when safe to do so, and in
accordance with the above requirements.
9. All persons are highly encouraged to get any COVID-19 vaccination as soon as possible
and when safe to do so, and in accordance with the above requirements.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that this Order shall take effect on Monday, April 26, 2021 and shall
remain in effect until otherwise rescinded or modified by a subsequent Order.
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Definitions
Drive-In: means attending a gathering without leaving one’s car.
Emergency: a serious, unexpected, or dangerous situation requiring immediate action, including a
medical condition that requires immediate treatment.
Essential Activities: (1) activities or tasks essential to the health and safety of one’s household (including
livestock and pets), such as obtaining critical medical supplies or medication, banking, or visiting a health
care professional for an imminent health need, or participating in a Traditional Navajo ceremony or
prayer; (2) obtaining necessary services or supplies (such as canned food, dry goods, produce, pet
supplies, meat, and any other household consumer products, and products necessary to maintain the
safety, sanitation, and essential operation of a residence); (3) engaging in daytime outdoor activity such
as walking, hiking, or running (From Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-003, March 20, 2020); (4)
Voting (From Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-009, May 14, 2020); (5) Cultivate food (i.e.
farming) and tend to livestock (From Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-015 (June 16, 2020); (6)
Working for an essential business or in an essential government function, or providing essential
infrastructure services; (7) Wood collection and hauling (From Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020024 (September 29, 2020)); (8) Hunting with a permit from the Navajo Nation Department of Fish and
Wildlife (From Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-026 (October 22, 2020)); (9) Churches and other
houses of worship are essential and must operate within Navajo Health Command Operations Center
guidelines.
Essential Businesses: Healthcare Operation, Essential Governmental Functions, Essential Infrastructure
(e.g., courts of law, medical providers for urgent care, public utilities, banks and other financial
institutions, and critical school operations such as nutrition programs) (From Public Health Emergency
Order No. 2020-002, March 19, 2020 and expanded through Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020003, March 20, 2020 to include food cultivation (including farming and livestock), banks and other
financial institutions, grocery stores, food banks, convenience stores, hardware stores and other
establishments engaged in the retail sale of groceries and non-grocery products necessary to
maintaining the safety, sanitation and essential operation of residences, among other things).
Essential Employees: Those employees identified by Essential Businesses or off-reservation employers as
necessary to the continued operation of those Essential Businesses or off-reservation employers.
Essential Governmental Functions: means all services needed to ensure the continuing operation of the
government agencies and provide for the health, safety and welfare of the public. (From Public Health
Emergency Order No. 2020-002, March 19, 2020).
Essential infrastructure: Public works construction, construction of housing, water, sewer, gas, electrical,
roads and highways, public transportation, solid waste collection and removal, internet, and
telecommunications systems (including the provision of essential global, national, and local infrastructure
for computing services, business infrastructure, communications, and web-based services). (From Public
Health Emergency Order No. 2020-003, March 20, 2020).
Fully vaccinated: two weeks after completion of any COVID-19 vaccination (both doses of Pfizer or
Moderna vaccines or single dose of Johnson and Johnson Janssen vaccine)
Gathering: means any grouping together of individuals in a single connected location. (From Public Health
Emergency Order dated March 18, 2020).
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Religious services: Related to spirituality, traditional beliefs, or religion.
Social Distancing Requirements: Physical distancing by limiting contact of people within 6 feet from each
other. (From Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-002, March 19, 2020).
Social Distancing Standards: Physical distancing by not shaking hands, standing several feet away from
other people, avoiding crowds, etc.) (From Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-003, March 20,
2020).
Unvaccinated individuals: people who have not received a covid-19 vaccination. As vaccines are currently
unavailable for children, this includes children under 16.
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